Metamorphoſis, 
VVherein is diſcovered, a pleaſaũt 
wansformation of bodies into ſundrie ſhapes, 

ſpewing that as Dertues beaxtifie wank \| | 
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o the Gentlemen Reac 


— u women that had fawours, had moſt com- 


monly contrary fanlty: fer (quoth ſhee) beauty is ſeldome withoue . 


prid:, and wit without inconſtancie, The Gentlewomen began to 
bluſh,becauſe ſhee ſpake ſs broad, be ſure, and blamed her that ſbee 
would ſo fondly ſoyle her ewne neſt, Shee ſtill maintained it, that 
what ſhe had ſpoken was true : and more that ſhe bad forgotten ther 
ltle fecrecis, Wherenpon there grew arguments: and 4 Sophiſticall 
Aſpuration fell out among the Gentlewomen about their eme 

lines, I ſate fill as a cyphey in Algeriſme and noted what was ſpe- 
ten : which after 1 had pernſed in my chamber, and eemy it Would 
be profitable for youg Gentlemen, to know and foreſee as well their 
fan'rs as their fawonrs, I drew into 4 fiftion the forme and method, 
i manner of a Met ie which( Gentlemen) I preſent n- 
te your wonted enyteſics, deſiring you not to lookg for any of Ouids 
wittie inuentions, but for bare and rude diſcourſes : hoping to finds 
eu. as huberto I baue done, whatſoener in opmion, yet fawonrable 
ard filemt in ſpeech. In which hope ſetting downe my reſt, 1 bid you 


farewell, 


Yours euet, as he is bound, 
Roztxrtr GxEENE 


Authoris ad librum ſuurm carmen Ouidianum, 
cum diutina febri ture laboratet. 


Parne (nec inuideo) fine me liber ibis in vrbem: 
Hei mobi quod domino nom licet ire tus. 


Alling (Gentlemen) by chance among ft a cum- 
£ pany of no meane Gentlewomen : after ſuppoſes 
3088 {Pl nd ſuch ordinary ſports paſt, they fell ta prattle 
k 0 of be qe nc ident to their owne Sexe: one 
e the reft, very indifferent, more addi- 

TIA [| Hed to tell the truth, then to ſelfe conceit, ſaid, 
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Et palma tu dignus, & hic, & quiſquis in alt am, 
Plaribus vt projit dotins deſcendis aremam. 


R. A. Oxon, 
In praiſe of the Author. 


He buſie Bee, that riſech with the Sunne, 

Hies forth her hiue, to end her daily taske : 
With weary wings ſhe plies into the fields, 
And Natures fecrers ſearcheth by her skill, 


From flower to flower her carefull way doth flie: 


To ſucke her hony from her natiue ſweet; 
Loden, ſhe rich beſtittes her to her home, 

And there ſhe workes and tilles within her hiue: 
Not for het ſelfe thus buſily ſhe romes, 

But for vs men, that feed ypon her combes. 

So GN hath ſought into the depth of Arr, 
With weary labours toyling at his bookes 

For Fruits, fach as the learned Authors yeeld ; 
Searching the ſeerets that their wits haue pen d, 
Toſſing amongſt their learned principles 

Their Rhethoricke and deepe Phyloſophy: 
Gathering the {\weer thagguery Science giues, 
To carry pleaſant hony to his hive, _ 

Not for himſelfe alone the Author lookes, 

But for ſuch men as daigne to read his bookes, 


Sic ves non vobis melli ficatis apes, 


Ed. Percy. 


TO THE RIGHT 
Worſhipfull, Sir ¶ Barles Blount , 


Knight, inde wed with perfectians of learning and 
titles of nobility: Robert Greene wiſheth in- 
creaſe of bono and verde, - | 


& Chiles, the great Commander of the 
SS/AYBEDs /{irmidones, had no ſooner (Right 
SI fs 2 Worſhipfull) encountred the hardie 
| o with his Courtelax, and regi- 
IN fired his valour on the helme of his e- 
nc mie, but returning to his tents, hee 
pourtraied with his pen che praiſe of Pollxena, ioyning 
Amors with Armors, and the honor of his Learning 
with the reſolution of his Launce. In the Ohympiaaes 
the Laurel] ſtriued as well for the Pen, as the Speare ; 
and Pallas had double Sacrifice, as well perfumes of 
torne papers, as Incenſe of broken truncheons.Entrin 8 
(right worſhiptull) with deep inſight into theſe premil- 
ſes, I found blazoning your reſolute indeuors in deeds 
of Armes, and report figuring out your euer. intended 
fauours to good letters: preſuming vpon the courteous 
dilpoſition of your Worſhip, Iaduentured to preſent 
you, as Lucius did Ceſar, who offered him an Helmet 
topt with Plumes in warres, anda booke ſtuffed with 
precepts in peace knowing that Ceſar held it as hono- 
table to be counted an Orator in the Court, as a Soul- 
dier in the field. So (right worſhipfull) after your re- 
turne from the Low Countries, / paſſing ouer thoſe 
praiſe-worthy reſolutions executed vpon the enemie) 


A 3 ſce- 


- The Epifth Dedicatory. 
ſeeing abſence from armes had transformed Campris 
Alartius to mount Helicon, I ouerboldned my ſelfe to 
trouble your Worſhip, with the fight of my Metamor- 
phoſis: A pamphlet too ſimple to patronage vnder ſo 
wortlry a Alacen u, and vaworthy to be viewed of you, 
whoſe thoughts are intended to more ſerious ſtudies. 
Yet Auzuſtus would read Poems, and write Rounde- 
layes, rather to purge melancholly with toyes, then for 
any delight in fuch trifles. Sol hope your Worthip 

cs og peruſing of great volumes, caſt a glance 

at my poore pamphlet: whercin is diſcovered the A- 
natotny of womens affections: ſetting out as in a mit- 
ror, how dangerous his hazard is, that ſets his reſt vp- 
on loue: , whole eſſence (if it haue any) is momentany, 

and effects variable. If either the method, or matter 

miſlike, as wanting fcholariſme in the one, or gravity 
in the other : yet if it ſhall ſerue your Worſhip as a tti- 

fle to paſſe away the time, and ſo ſlip with patience, as a 

boord leſt, ſhall he leſſe grieued: if any way it pleaſe, 

as to procure you elight; Tthall beglad a d farrsfied, 

as hauing gained the end of my labours: but howſoc- 

ver, hoping your Wotſhip will pardon my preſumpti- 

on in prefenting and weigh more of the well affected 

will, then ofthe bad labored worke, Fwiſh your Wor- 

ſhip tuch fortimate fauours, as you can deſire, ot ] i- 

magide. 


Tour Worſhips to command, 


Robert Greene» 


A coolin 
Beautie dot 


Ell baſt thou painted in thy learned Proſe, 


The perfect portraiture of womens workes: 


How many ſcapes they ſhadow with a gleſc, 
What mortal! faults amongſt their fauours lurkes, 
How if they haue a yertue to entice, 


k 


card comes following witha vice: 
grace, and yet is ſtain'd wich pride, 


Faire is abas d by being ouer-coy ; 
It is a gemme, but if inconſtant try d. 
Account it for a trifle and a toy. 
Conſtant and kinde are vertues that do grace: 
But babbling dames ſuch glories doe deface, 
Vertue thus ſet oppos'd vnto their vice, 
Giues vs a light to ſettle ſafe aut loues ; 
To feare leſt painted ſhowes may ys entice, 
Subtill are women, then it men behoues 
To read, ſweet friend,and ouer-read thy bookes, 
To teach ys ware of womens wanton lookes. 


Babb Genb, | 


In ROBERT! GRENT Metamorphoſin, 


carmen ENKOMIASTIE ON, 


Ellicaparifice concedat lancea mut, 
Seu tibi proſa magis, ſentibi metra placrut. 
Sete Dupes imter luuaem mernere Poete, 12 
Hoſft1bud in medys arma viroſg, canunt. 
Inter Philoſophes laudem meruere Poeta, 
Qui leuibus miſcent ſeria metra tocis. 
Bella Dacem, & clarot multi ſcripſere triumphor, 
Inter quos primas (Maro Poeta tenet, 
Sunt qui mutatas ſtuduerunt dicere forms, 
Jules qua quondans Naſo Pocta dedit, 
Poſt  Metamorphoſin Naſonis, carmine ſeriptan,, 
Nlutat as format carmine nemo dedit. 
Grenus adeſt tandem, rhetor bonus atque Poets, 
Dui ſua cum proſit cat mina nunc ta ded:t , 
Si cups ingrate pena: per ſolnere amice, 
Hic exempla legas, moribus apta ſuit. 
Orabis Venerem 4 ſolet exanarre precantens ) 
Inque nonam formam vertet amica Venus, 
Dura oft ? in ſaxum. lewis eff ? in Chameltontem : 
Inque roſam vertet, gurrula ſi fuerit. 


C. B. Cant, 


In laudem Roberti Greni Cantab. in 
Artibus f Magiſtri, 


O præclaros ſcripfit Chaucerus ad Anglos, 
Aurea metra ſuis patrio ſermone refundens : 
Poſt hunc Gowerws, poſt hunc ſua carmina Lydgate, 
Poſtque alios alij ſua metta dedere Britannis, 
Multis poſt annis, coniungens carmina proſis, 
Floruit Aſcamuu, Chei us, Gaſcommm, & alter 
Tulluus Anglorum nunc viuens Lalluu, illum 
Conſequitur Grenus, preclarus vterque Pot᷑ta. 
| ALCl. 
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GREENES 


Metamorphoſis. 


TTY; Ooling from Tripoly, tos make fog Alexan. 
W ©! dri2, as we thought to crofſs the Seas with 
Fa I | a ſpeedy cut, our Ship had not long gone vn 
det ſaile, ſcarce paſt two hundzed Leagues 
vpon the maine ; but, whether our vnhappy 
* Foztune,the frowardneſſe of the Fates, the 
Conſtellation of fome contrary Aſpect , 8; the particular 
deftinie of ſome vnhappy Pan had lo decr&d: when the 
talme was fmotheft, the ſea without tozme, the ſkie with- 
out clouds; then Neptune, to ſhew he was God of the ſeas, 
and Folus maſter of the windes, either of them ſenera'ly, 
and both of them coniointly, ſo conſpired, that they firſf 
d;ew a foggte vale oner Phorbus face, that the heauens ap- 
peared all glomie, the s daunced, as fozeſhewing a 
rough ſea; any olus ſe his winds at libertie, hurled 
fuch agale into the Otean, that every ſurge was ready to 0- 
vertake our fhip, and the barke ready to founder with tue 
ry wane: ſuch and ſo miſerable was our eſtate, that wee 
firoke all our Sailes , weighed our Ankers, and let the 
ſhip bull at winde and weather, from aut handy labours fal- 


ling toheartie pzaters, Thus loking enery houre to com- 
Py” 92 mit 


 Greenes Mctamorphoſis. 
mit dur Soules to the gods, and our bodies to the ſeas, af- 
ter we had floted by the ſpace of ſiue dapes without hope of 
life,our backe by chance fel vpon thecoaſt of Taprobane an 
Jland fituated far South, bnder the pole Antarticke,where 
Canapus the faire ſtarre gladveth the hearts of the inhabi- 
tants : there wee ſuffered ſhipwzacke, all periſhing in the 
ſea, except my inloʒtugate ſelfe, who count my miſ-foztune 
greater in ſurueping we reit, than if J had beene partner 
with them of their deſtinies. Mell, the gods would haue me 
liue to be nioze miſerable, and veſpaire 4 would not, leſt A 
ſhould pꝛoue guiltie of mine owne miſhap, but taking heart 
at graſle, wet and weary as J was, I paſſed vp into the J- 
land, which J found inhabited and fruitfull, the aire paſſing 
temperate,the ſituation pleaſant; the ſople abounding with 
trees, hearbes,and grafſe, fowles and beaſts of all kind, the 
Champian fit foz cozne and graine , the wod-land full of 
thickets, the meades fall of ſpzings and delightfull fonn- 
taines: that the ſople and the airc equally p;opoztioned, the 
Ile ſeemed a ſacred Cden,o2 Paradiſe : much like that/faire 
England, the flower of Europe, ſtozed with the wealth of 
all the Weſferne woz2lp, which as ex oppoſitb 
placed Tarte Nozth, nder the pole Atticke. Mill, exept vp 
the tlyffes into the maine continent ok this Jland, J wans 
dꝛed farre, and found no village til at laſt, vnver a hill 3 ſpi⸗ 
td alittle cottage , at the done whercof ſate an old woman 
decrepit, ouer wozne with peares, her haice as white as 
the Downe Forind bpan the ſhzubbes of Arabia, her facs 
fall of wzinckles,furrawed ſo with age as in her vilage aps 
peared the very map of antiquitie; yet might Jperceiue by 
the lineaments of her face, that he had herne beautifull and 
well featured ; and that ſhe was deſcended from ſows gad 
pateritage,ſuch ſparkes of Gentilitie appeared in her couns 
tenance. Puling at this old Patron, that ſate paſſing me- 
lancholp, my teeth fo; cold beating in my head, I ſaluted her 
in this manner. 

Mother: foz this Title may vſe in celpext of pour ahh, 
trauing 


Greenes Metamorphoſis, 

craving pardan if J impart not what reuerente belongs to 
pour eſtate, in that J am a ſtranger, I ſalute pou, wiſhing 
as many god foztunes may end pour dayes, as you hane 
paſt ill foztunes in the courſe of pour life. Mp name, oz 
Countries, little auailes now to reneale, time being to 
ſhozt,and my ſtate to miſerable; let it ſuffice, I am a ſtran- 
ger that haue ſuffered ſhipwzacke on your coat, my fellow 
conſozts dzowned, ending their ſozrowes, I eſcaped, reſer ; 
ued to great unſ-foztunes. The weather is cold, and Jam 
wet, might I craue harbour this night, I ſhould bee baund 
to make ſuch requitall as diſtreſſe can affw2d, which is 
thankes,and pꝛay to the gods that you map die as fo2tunate 
as the mother of Cleocis and Byton. The ald beldam lifting 
bp her head, and ſer ing mee ſtand ſhaking foz colde, vtte- 
red not a wozd, but taking vp her ſtaffe, and me by the hand, 
confirmed mp welcome with ſilence, and led mee into her 
Cottage, where ſtumbluig about on her thzee legges, det 
made me a luſtie fire, that cheered mp halfe dead limbes, and 
revived what the Sea had halfe moztified. After the percei- 
ned I began to ware warme, and that my colour grew to be 
krech, he began to make me anſwere in this manner. 

Since now that the fire hath made thee frolicke, and the 
warmth of my p@ze Cottage hath beene as god as houſhold 
Phyſicke to cure thy weather beaten lopnes, let mee ſay as 
thou ſhalt finde, that thou art welcome: foz I hold it a reli- 
gion to honoz ſtrangers, eſpecially diſtreſt, ſith comfozt in 
miſer ie is a double gilt. JI know not thy degree,noz Jrecke 
nat: ſuffice I vſe thee as thou ſemeſt, and entertainethee 
as my abyitis can: thy eſtate map bee great, foʒ the Yoay 
makes not the Menke, noꝛ the apparreil the man. Mercut ie 
walked in the ſhape of a Country Same, Apollo kept Mi- 
daes ſheep, and pooze Philemon g Bawcis his wife, enter · 
tained Iupitet himſelle, ſupt him 4 lodged him, they honozev 
an vaknowne gheſt: he not vngratefull to ſo kinde an Oatt, 
foz hee turned their Cottage to a Temple, and made them 


Sacrificers at his Altars. Thus J may be decciuepin thy 
5 3 degree, 


Greenes Metamorphoſis. 
degr&, but howſoener, oz whoſoeuer, this cottage , e what 
ls in it, is mine and thine, lefſe thou ſhalt not find, and moze 
in conſcience thou canſt not crave. Wonne, Iſpeake this 
frankly, foz that Jam olve , foz age hath that pꝛiuiledge, to 
be pziuate t familiar with frangers , foz were Jas J have 
been, as beautifull as nowJ am withered : as young as 1 
am olde, J would bee leffe pzodigall and moze churliſh , left 
with Phillis J might intertaine Demophon, which div make 
gccount of the trothlefſe Troian , oz with Ariadne tyt my 
ſelfe to the pꝛopoztion of Theſeus. But age hath put wa- 
ter in the flame, 4 many peeres turned the glowing ſparkes 
to cold windes. Time (ſonne ) is like the wozwe Tenedes, 
which ſmoothly lying on the barke of the tree, yet eateth out 
the ſappe. It ftealeth on by minutes , and fareth like the 
Sunne, whoſe ſhadow haſteth on, pet cannot be perceiued, 
but letting this parle paſſe, ſteing thou art weary and hun- 
grie, two fruits that grow from ſhipwzacke, reſt ther till J 
pꝛouide Supper, which how homely (gener it be, pet muſt 
thou account it dainty, foz that it is my delicates,and accept 
it as a pꝛodigall banket , foz that euery diſh ſhall bee ſaucev 
with welcome. 

With this thee roſe from her ole and went to pzouide 
ſupper, leauing me amazed at her gracious reply , making 
me to toniedute by her woꝛds, that as ſhe was wiſe, ſo ſhee 
had beene well bzought vp, and was deſcended of no ſmall 
Parentage : J ſate in a muſe till hee had made ready our 
cates : which being ſet on the table, we fell to make tryall of 
our tteth, as befoze we had done of our tongues that we be- 
gan and ended ſupper without any great chat. Well, our 
repaſt taken, the old woman ſ&ing me fitter fo lleepe than 
ſoz pꝛattle, gaue me leaue to goe to bedde, where J poſt a- 
wap the night in golden umbers, lying ſo long in the moz- 
ning till Phcebus glimmering on my face, bade me god dap. 

Awakt by the ſummons of the Sunne, J aroſe,and found 
mine old Oaſteſſe ſitting at her doe in her old melancholly 
mod, ua hing and (ozrowfull : an interchange ofſalues paſ- 

ſep 
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fed betweene her and me, J with thankes foz my great and 
_courteous intertainment, and ſhee with oft tions of 
welcomes, taking a ſtwle and ſitting down by his old dame, 
ſeeing thee fell againe to her dumpes, A began to bee thug 
inguiſitine. ; 

Mother, if I may without offence pꝛeſume to vſe aque- 
ſtion, I would inquire what J muſe at, and de abſolued in 
a darke Enigma that J haue found in your cottage: but ra- 
ther had I till hold my thoughts in ſuſpence, than be offen- 
ſiue either to pour age, 0; to ſo courteonp an Oaſteſſe. The 
old woman ſmiling at my feare, oz at my folly , bade me ſap 
an: and J boldly pzoſecated my purpoſe thus. 

Dince my arrinall in your Cottage, Jhave noted pour 
thoughts to be paſſionate, and pour paſſions to be violent: 
I have ſeene care lurking midſt the wzinkles of your age, 
and ſoʒrow bzeath'd out with bzoken ſighes. J do not deny 
but age is giuen to melancholy, and manp peeres atquain⸗ 
ted with many dumps: but ſuch farre- fetcht grones,the he- 
calits of griefes , ſuch deepe ſighes the Ambaſſadozs of ſo2- 
row, make me thinke either you gricve at pour ſinnes with 
repentance, 02 elſe recount ſome great fozepaſſed miſfoz- 
tunes: this is the doubt, and here lies the queſtion. 

I hay ns ſooner bttered theſe wozds, but the old woman 
leaning her bead againf& her Caffe , fell into ſuch bitter 
teares, as did diſcouer a moltitude of ſozrowes and per- 
plered paſtons : inſomuch as taking pittie of her griefes, 1 
lent her a fewe luke warme dzops , to thew how in minde 
did participate of her vnknowne volours. After ſhee hav 
fled the furrows of her face with the ſtreams of her teares, 
ending the cataſtrophe of her paſſions with a volee of ſighes, 
ſhe blubbered out this reply. Ah ſon, ilt haue thoſe painters 
deciphered time with a pumice ſtone, as raſing ont both 
lopes and ſozrowes with oblinie : ſeeing experience tels 
mee, that conceined ſozrowes are like the Dea Juie, 
which the older it is, the larger rates it hath : reſembling 


oldeſt bill. 
the Eagle, whiChiaher age rene weth her wad | 


—— —— 5 
they touch lightly pꝛooue but toyes, but piercing the (kin, 
pꝛoue deep wounds, as hardly to be raſed out as the ſpots of 


etamorphoſi 


the Leopard: J was, ſonne (and with that wee entred her 
narration with a deepe ſigh ) once young and buxſome as 
thou art,beauty diſconering her pzide, where now a tawny 
hie w pulleth done my plumes: the lineaments of myface 
were leueld with ſuch equall pzopoztion, as I was countes 
full of fauour : and of ſo faire a Dye has Nature ſtained my 
chekes, that J was thought beautifull : yea (ſon) giue me 
leaue a little to ſauour of ſelfe loue, I tell the J was called 
the Venus of Taprobane : my parentage did no whit viſ- 
grace what nature had imparted vpon mee, foz Jwas the 
daughter of an Carle. To be bziefe (my ſonne) as well ths 
qualities of iuy mind, as my exteriour fauaurs were ſo ho- 
nozed in Teprobane,that the Pꝛince of the Uand called Cle- 
emachus tok me to wife, and had by me foure childʒen, aut 


(on and thꝛte daughters: and with this the fell afreſh to her 


teares, pouring fozth many paſſionate plainta, til at laſt the 
ſozrow of her teares ſtopping, ſue went fozward in her tale: 
By Puſband in the pzumsof peeres dyed , my ſonne \nccor 
ded in the gouernment, and J and mp daughters courted it, 
as their youth and my direction would permit. Lining thus 
contentedlp, and as I thought armed againſt fo tune, in that 
we fozegarded all our actions with vertue, the Fates, if 
there be any, oz the deſtinies, ſome ſtar oz planet, in (ome in 
foztunate and curſed aſpect, calculated ſuch4il hap to all ni 
daughters natiuities, as thep pꝛoued as miſerable , as I 
would haue wiſhed them happy. Aud here multiplying ſigh 
vpon ſigh with double and trebble reuies, Gee ceaſed: but 
deſirous to know the ſequell af their miſfoztumes,, aſked 

he cauſe and manner of their miſhaps: ſhereplyed not, 
but taking mee by the hand, ſhee led mee from her cottage, 
to a valley hard by, where the bzought me togmarblepiller, 
Faſhioned and poortrated lie a woman, which made me co 
member Pigmalions picture, 5 


and doted on with his heart. No ſoner were wee come to 
the ſtone,but Alcida(foz ſo was the old ladies name) taking 
it in her armes, kiTed it, and waſht it with her teares. Ja- 
maſed at this ſtrange greeting of Alcida and the ſtone, dꝛew 
moꝛe nigh, and there J might perceine the Jmage to hold in 
either hand a table. In the right hand was depainted the 
pꝛotraiture of Venus, holding the ball that bzought Troy to 
ruine, and vnder were wzitten theſe verſes. 


When Nature forged the faire vnhappy mould, 

Wherein proud beauty tooke her matchlelſe ſhape : 

She ouer · ſlipt her cunning and her skill, tb 
And aym d to faire, but drew beyond the marke; Z 
For thinking to haue made a heavenly bliſſe, 

For wanton gods to dally with in heauen, 

And to — a precious iem for men, 

To ſolace all their dumpiſh thoughts with glee, 
Shee wrought aplague, a poyſon, and a hell: 

For gods, for men, thus no way wrought ſhe well. 
Venus was faire, faire was the queene of Joue, 
Fairer then Pallas, or the wife of Ioue; 

Vet did the Gigglers beauty greeue the Smith, 
For that ſhe braud the Creeple with a horne. 
Mars ſaid, her beauty was the ſtarre of heauen, 
Yer did her beauty ſtaine him with diſgrace: 

Paris for faire, gaue het the golden ball; 

And bought his, and his fathers ruine ſo : 

Thus nature making what ſhould farre excell, - 
Lent gods, and men, a poiſon and a hell. | 


Zu ber left hand, was curiouſly pouttrnied a Peacocke, 
clad glozionfly in the beauty of his feathers; vnder was 
wzitten as followeth : 

The bird of Iuno glories in his plumes, 

Pride makes the Foyle to prune his feathers ſo, 
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His ſpotted traine, ſetcht from old Argus head. 
Wich golden rayes, like to the brighteſt ſunne: 
Inſerteth ſelfe · loue in a ſilly bird, 

Till widft his bot an — fumes, 

He ſpies his feete, and then lets fall his plumes, 
Beauty breeds pride, pride hatcheth forth diſdaine, 
Diſdaine gets hate, and hate calls for revenge, 
Revenge with bitter prayers vrgerhi ſtill: 

Thus ſelfe- loue nurſing vp the pompe of pride, 
Makes beautie wracke againſt an ebbing ride. 


After I had viewed the pictures, and read the poeſtes, 
A grew to be moe deſirous ta know what this image ment, 
intreating Alcida to difcourſe vato me what this poztrat- 
ture did meane : ſhee ſitting downe at the fat of the tone, 
began to tell her tale in this manner. 


A LCIDA, her firſt Hiſtotie. 


bile A liued in the Court, honoured of all, as 
mother to the Þ2ince and louev of euery one, 
as one that laide the methode of my ſores hap- 
py and vertnoug gouernment, beeingintetp werder to 
the higher, and alla ble to the lower, a Mother to them that 
were in want, and a Rurſe to the diſtreſſedʒ Fcomrtev my 
glozie the moze, ans my foꝛtims the greater, in that was 
guarded with my thz& daughters, Uirgins adoꝛned ſo with 
exteriour 2 — that fame made 
repozt of their not only thzoughalt Taprobane;but 
thzough all the Jlands aviacent , eſpecially of my elvefi 
daughter, called (fox het beauty in her cravle) Fiordeſpine ; 
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ſhee ſie med an ynmoztall creature, ſhzowded in a moztaill 
carcaſe , inſomuch that if her times had been equall with 
Troy, Paris had left Greece, and come to Taprobanc fog her 
loue. Liuing thus loued and admired of all: ſelfe-love the 
moth that creepeth into young mindes, ſo tickled her with 
the conceit of her owne beauty, that ſhee counted no tune 
well ſpent which hee be to wed not in ſetting out that moze 
glozioas by Art , which Nature had made ſo abſolute and 
excellent : no dzugges from Arabia, that might cleere the 
ſkinne, were vnſought fo; : no herbes noz ſecrets that any 
Philoſopher in Phyſicke had found out, which might in- 
creaſe beautie, but ſhe made experience of : following Ve- 
nus euerp way in ſuch vanities, and playing the right wa · 
man: foz , to confeſſe the truth, their ſexe carcth moze foz 
the tricking of their faces,than the tearing of their ſoules, 
ſpending an houre rather in righting the trefes of their 
baire , than a moment in bending their thoughts to deuoti- 
on. The foulct moſt be faire, i not in deed, yet inconcett: 
and ſhe that is faire muft venter her ſonle to keep her beau- 
ty inuiolate: but lcauing off this digrefſion , mp daughter 
Fiordeſpine being thus ſeife conceited, was moze curious 
than wiſe, and could ſooner affo2d a pound of pzide, then an 
ounce of humility : foz divers Noble men reſszted from all 
the bozdering Jlands to be ſuto2s vnto her, but her beauty 
made her ſo coy , that happy was hee that might haue a 
glance of her perfection. o that many came iopful in hope 
to haue fauoz, but ed ſozrowfull, anſwered with diſ 
daine. Foz as none pulleth vp the barran rut, but he is (tt- 
fled with the ſauour : as none loketh into the pale of Baby- 
lon, but he haſarveth his health: as none gaſeth againft the 
Cockatrice , but either hee loſeth bia · gut, oz his life; fo 
none toke view of the beauty of Fiordeſpine, but theyre- 
turned either frantike in affection, fond with fancp,oz pain 
ed with a thouſand perplexed paſſions. Pet ſhe taking de- 
light in their griefes , reſembled the Cryſolite, whichthe 
Wann 
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Palme trie can by no meanes be dep2efſed , no; the Parga- 
rites of Europe w2ought into no other foꝛme, than Nature 
hath kram d them: ſo no pꝛaiers, pꝛomiſes, paſſions, ſgdes, 


ſozrowes, plaints, teares noz treaties could pzenaile, ta 


make her ſhowe ſome fanour to any of her ſutozs. In fo 
much that the poze Noble men finding themſelues fettered, 
without hope of freedome, ſeeing their liberties reſtrained 
within an endlefſe labp2inth , and no courteous Ariadne to 
giue them a clew of thꝛerd to dꝛaw them out of their mife- 
ries, cried out againſt loue, againſt Venus, againſt women, 
as mercileſſe monſters, hatched to tozture the minves of 
men: and at laſt ſpying their ownefollies , ſhaking off the 
ſhackles of lone with diſdaine , went home, and at their de⸗ 
parture pzonounced with Demoſthenes, that they would not 
Penitentiam tartiemere, Cupid (ering how his ſchollers flot- 
ked from his ſchele , thought hee would retaine ſome one, 
with whom to dally ; and therefoze pulling fozth a ficrce in- 
flamedarrow, hee ſtrooke the ſonne of a Noble man here in 


Taprobane to the quicke, that he of all the ret rtmained faſt 


ſ\nared in her beauty: his name was Telegonus , a Pouth 
encry wapequallto Fiordeſpine, except in parentage, and 
pet he was no meaner manthantheſonof an Earle. This 
Telegonus(omitting his pzopoztion and qualities, fo; that 
it wall ſuffice to ſay they were exccllent )hauing had a fight 
of Fiordeſpine. ſtood as the Deere at thegaze,ſwallowing vp 
gredily the inuenomed hoke that Venus ſo ſubtiliphad bat- 
ted fo him: foz after the Idea of her perſon and perfection 
had made a depe impzeſſion in his minde; andthat hee had 
paſſed thꝛce 02 faure dates in ruminating her ercellencp,and 
debated in his bed with manplewtene lumber tow werte 
a ſaint ſhe was, de fell from liking to ſo deepe loue,that no- 
thing but death did raſe it out. 

And thus he marched vnder the ſtandard of fancy , being 
but afreſh water ſouldier to abide the alarums of affection, 
feeling a reſtleepaſſion that fretted his minde, as the ta- 
terpiller the fruit, he could not tell on which care to fleep, 


but 
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but builded Caſtles in the apze, and caſt beyond the mone: 
firſt, dee began to conſider with hunſelfe, how man bzaue 
Noble men of ſundzy Jlands, rich in poſſeſions, honoura- 
ble in pareutage, in qualities rare, in pertellent, had 
ſcught her loue, and pet miſſed. When hee had made conr- 
pariſon betweene himſelfe and them, deſpaire began with 
darke perſwaſions to diſſwave him from attempting ſuch 
high loues, knowing, that Aquila non capit muſcas: La 
dies of great beauty looke not at meane per ſonages: that 
Venus frowned on the ſmith with a rinkle on her fozehend, 
when the ſmiled on Mars with a dumple on her chin. 

Theſe pꝛemiſes conſidered, poze Telegonus ſad, nipped 
on the pate with theſe new thoughts, reſembling the me- 
lancholp diſpoſition of Troilus, fog the inconftancpof Creſſi- 
da, pct after hee had muſed awhile, and paſt onerafewe 
dzeaming dunipes ; Yope clad in purple ſuted robes, tolde 
him that Cupid had but one ſtring to his bowe , one head to 
one arrow ; that Venus greateſt number was an vnity,how 
the heart could harbour but one fancy, and one woman be 
wedded but to one man. Thercfoze though thepmniſf , as 
either infaztunate , oz croſſed by ſome contrarp influence, 
fith lones fee-fimple was tegiſtred in the court of their de- 
ſtinies, there was no cauſe of his-deſpaire , but that het 
might bee the man that ſheuldeniop Fiordeſpine, and ſet 
bp the tropher of lone, maugre all the ſiniſter determinatt» 
ons of Cupid, Floting thps between deſpaire and hope; he 
paſſed ouer thꝛee o: foure dayes melancholy and paſſionate, 
taking his only content in being ſolitary: ſo that at laſt un- 
ding himſelfe all alone, feeling the fire to great to ſmothet 
in ſecrecy, he burft fozth into theſe flames. 

Ah Telegonus, miſerable in thy life, and infoꝛtunate in 
thy loues : is thy poutij blaſted with fancy, 02 the pꝛime of 
thy peeres daunted with affection : canſt thou noſoner ſee 
Paphos, bat thou muſt pꝛouide ſacrifice foz Venus? Canſt 
thou not heare the Spꝛens ung, but thou moſt bend thy 
courſe to their muſtke:mapnot 7 a fire, but — | 
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mult fraight ſtep to the lame: wilt thou dally with the flye 
in the candle, (pozt with the Salamander in the heate of &c- 
na, and with Troilus hazard at that which will bꝛerde thy 
harme ? knoweſt thou not loue is a frantike frenzie that ſo 
infozceth the minds of men, that vnder the tafte of nurture, 
they are poiſoned with the water of Scix : fo2 as hee which 
was charmed by Laon, ſonght (ill to heare her inchaunt- 
ment: 02 as the Deere after he once hzouſeth on the Tama- 
riſke,he wil not be dzinen away vntill he dyeth: ſo Louers 
haue their ſenceleſſe ſences ſo beſotted with the power of 
this laſciuious god, thep count not themſclues happy, but 
in their ſuppoſed vnhappineſſe: becing at moſt caſe in diſ- 
quiet; at greateft reſt, when they art maſt troubled : ſeek- 
ing cantentation in care, delight in miſerp, and hunting 
greevily after that which alwaies bꝛerdeth endlefſe harme. 
Pea but Telegonus , beautyis therefoze to be obeyed, be- 
cauſe it is beauty : and loue to be feared of men, becauſe it 
is hanoured of the gods. Dare reaſan abine the bzunt, 
when beauty bids the battell : can wiſedome win the field, 
where laue is captaine? Na, no, lone is withaut law, and 
therekeze aboue all lawe : honoured in heauen , feared in 
earth, and a very terrs2 to the infernall ghaſts: Bow then 
buto that Telegonus, wherennta lawleGe neceſſity doth 
bend: be not (ofonp , as with Zeuxes to bind the Ocean in 
fetters : fight not with the Raſcians againſt the wind: bark 
not with the Wolues agaiuſt the Poone : ſceke not with 
them of Scyros to ſhat againſt the Starces: ſtriue uot with 
Theſides againſt Venus: foz loue ha ing on lewd lakes, to 
command by power, and to be obeyed by fozce : truth Tele- 
gonus, foz luno irone but once with Venus, and hee was 
vanquiſhed : Iupicer reſiſted Cupid, but hee wont by the 
woꝛſt. It is hard foz thee with the Crabbe to ſtrive againſt 

ſtream, oz to wzaſtle with a freſh wound, leſt thau make 

ſoze maze dangerons. Mel Tclegoous, what af all this 
pꝛate: thou doſt lone: thou honoʒeſt beauty as ſupernatural: 
thou ſayſt, Venus amongſt al the goddefles.is moſt . 
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that there is no and like Paphos, no bird like the dones,no 
god like Cupid : what of this: but why voſt Þ lone no mea- 
ner woman then Frordeſpine, the daughter of the Pzince, 
the ſairt it in T2probanc? Ad Telegonus, derogate wot from 
her beauty, the fatref inthe wozly : vithapppmait in re⸗ 
counting her beauty, in reckoning her perfeaions, thou 
doeſt unblaze time owns miſfotunes: fo} the mae ſhee is 
excellent, the leffe will be her loue, and the greater her vdiſ- 
daine. Can the Cagte and the blind Dfpphage build in one 
tree: will the Faleon the Done court to itt on one pearch: 
wilt the Ape and the Beare be tyrd in one tedver ! will the 
Fox and the Lambe be m one den; oz Fior deſpine, who thin⸗ 
neth her ſeife fairer then Venus, ſtepe ta the tare of one ſo 
baſe as A: No, fo; the ntoze deautp the mozep; ive , and tde 
moze pʒide, the moꝛe pzecifeneſſe. None muſk plap on Ot- 
menes harpe, buf Orpheus: none rule Lucifer but Phœbus: 
none weare Venus in atablet but Alexander, noz none en- 

toy Fiordeſpine, but ſuth a ane as farreexcecocth thee in 
perſon and per ſonage. Tuſh Telegonus, enter not into theſs 
doubts : Sapho a Naene leued Phao a Kerri-man; ſhee 
beautifal and wiſe, he poze and ſeruile: he holding a ſceps 
ter, hee an Dare; the one to gouerne, theatherto labour. 

Angelica fozfooke diuets Kings ard toe Medoa amerce- 

narySouldier: tone Telegoaus hath niolack'; Cupid ho- 

teth his ſhafts at randon; Venus as ſone lwkethat the ſun, 

as at u ſtar. Love feareth a Pzince as ſoone as a peaſant , 

and fancy hath no reſpect of perſons. 

Then Tclegonns hope the beſt: Audacer fortuna adunnialt : 
Loue and fortune fauorerh them that are reſolute. The ſtont 
Sandaſtra is not ſo har, but being heat in the lire it map be 
wꝛought: noz Juozy ſo tough, but ſeaſonev with Zathe it 
maybe ingrauen. Venus temple art bat halfe 
ſhut: Cupid is a charte'anv petemptoꝝp, yet to be intreated? 
women are witfutl, but in ſome meanes they may be won: 
were ſhe as full of beauty as Venus, az as great in Maieſty 


as-lwo; Pope then the beſt and be bold: 5 = 
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admitted to put in no plea at the barre of lone. Telegonus 
hauing,by vttering theſe rdened ſome part of 
his paines , and yet not in ſuch lozt, but dis temples were 
teſtleſle, his griete much, his content none at all, his care 
in his lleepe incefſant, his mind melancholy, ſo that his on- 
ly delight was to be in dumpes ; in ſo much, that he gadded 
ſolitary vp and downe the Groues as a ®atyze enamourey 
of-ſome Country Nymph. Cupid ſeeing his art did well, 
thought to Hewes him ſome ſpozt ; foz on a dap as hee walk- 
ed, contemplating the beanty of Fiordeſpine, being ſoze a⸗ 
thirſt with inward ſozrow , he went to a fountaine hard by 
to coole his heate, where he found his heart ſet on fire with 
a great flame: foz there he eſpied Fiordeſpine, and her other 
two ſiſters ſitting ſolacing themſelues about the ſpzing : 
which ſodaine fight ſo appalled his ſenſes, as if he had been 
appointed a new Judge to the th:ee goddeſſes in the vally of 
Ida: pet ſeeing befoze his eyes the miſtris of his thoughts, 
and the ſaint vnto whom he did owe his denotion : hee be- 
gan to mke heart at graſſe, thinking that by this fit oppo2- 
tunity, Loue aud Foztune began to fanour his enterpꝛiſe: 
willing therfoze not to omit ſo good an occaſion, he ſaluted 
them in this ſozt. | 

Pulſe not, faire creatures, if I ſtand in a maze, ſith the 
ſight of pour ſurpaſſing beauties makes me doubt, whether 
I Qould honour pou as earthly ladies, 0z adoze pon as hea- 
venly goddeſſes: fo2 no doubt Paris neuer ſaw fairer in Ida. 
But nownoting with deep inlight the figure of pour diuint 
faces; J acknowledge pour honours to bee ſiſters to our 

2ince, whom Areuerence, as allyed to my ſouereigne,and 
offer my ſernice, as aſeruant euer denoted to ſuch faire and 
excellent ſaints. 

Che ladies hearing this ffrange and bnlooked fo; ſaluta⸗ 
tion, began to ſmile: but Fiordeſpine frowning, as halfe an- 
gry he ſhould pzeſume into her pzeſence, witha cop connte- 
Kance returned him this anſwere. 

If fir Telegonus, foz ſo I ſuppoſt is your name, pour 
pe- 


s with per ing to long on your 
bokes, oz pour ſelfe ſo far beſide your ſences, as to take vs 
foz Nymphes: I would wiſh pou either to read leſſe, 83 to 
pꝛouide you.& god Phyſicion, elſe ſhall you not iudge co⸗ 
lours foz ms: and pet ũnce I would pou ſhould know, wee 
count our pennp god ſiluer, and thinke our faces, i not ex- 
cellent, pet ſuch as map bete compare. 

Telegonus taking oppoztunity by the fozehead, and thin- 
king to ſtrike the pzon at this heat, made reply. 

Paiden, hee might be thought either blinde oz enuious, 
that would make a doubt of Venus beautp,and he be demed 
eitherfrantike oz foliſh, that cannot ſee and ſap, as pou are 
ſuperio; to moſt, ſ are you inferiour ts none. Pardon Pas 
nam, ifmycenſure be particular, J meane of pour ſweet 
ſelfe, whoſe fanours I haue euer loued and adunred,though 
bnwozthp to ſet my fancy on ſuch glozious extellencp. 

Fiardeſpine hearing her ſelf thus pꝛaiſed, was not great- 
ly viſpleaſed, pet paſt he ouer what was ſpoken, as though 
her cares had beene opt with Vliſſes : but Eriphila, the ſe» 
conv, who was as wiſe as her ſiſter was beautifull, deten 
Telegonus to reft him by them on the grafle , and that they 
would at their departurs aſke him as a guard ta the caurt: 
Telegonus as glad of this command, as ifhe had been willed 
by the gods to haue ben chamberlaine to Venus, ſate done 
with a mind fall of paſſions, hauing his eye fred ſtul on the 
beautie of Fiordeſpine: which Eriphila eſpying , thinking 
to be pleaſant with Telegonus, ſhe began thus to pattie. 

Pour late paſſionate ſpeech Telegoaus, 
deſpine, makes me think that Venus is pour chtefe ge 
and that lone is the [ozd,whoſe livery pou wear: if it be ſo, 
neighbour take heede ( foz fancie is a gem) many lie, 
that are neuet loued : Apollo map cry long after Daphne 
befo2e ſhe heare him: and Troilus may ſtand long enough on 
the walls befoze Creſida wane her glous fo; a (aue. I ſpent; 
Telegonus againf our ſelues : tale herd, we and wi. 
ly: we with dur lokrs tan * though N 
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weare the target, and Mars the diſtaffe , Omphalo handle 
the club, and Hercules the ſpindle : Alexander muſt crouch, 
and Campaſpe tooke toy: women will rule in loues, how- 
ſocucr men bee lofty in courage. Indeed Madam, quoth 
Telegonus, hint whom no moztall creature can controle, 
loue can command: no dignity is able to reſiſt Cupids ve- 
itie. Achilles was made by bis mother Thetis invulnera- 
ble, yet wonnded by fancie : Hercules not to be conquered 
of anp , pet quicklp conquered by affection : Mars able to 
reſiſt Iupiter, but not to withſtand beantie. Loue is not 
onely kindled in the eye by deſire , but ingrauen in the 
minde by deſtinie, which neither reaſon can efchew, noz 
wiledome cxpell : the moze pittie Jconfeſſe Madam, foz 
pooze men, and the greater impietie in the gods, that in gi- 
ning loue free libertie , they grant him alawleſſe pziut- 
ledge; but ſince Cupid will bee obeycd, J am contented to 
bowe : eſpecially , ſecing J haue chanced to ſet mp affccti- 
on on ſo excellent a creature. 

And who might that be, J pzay pou (quoth Fiordeſpine) 
(taking the matter in dudgen, that Telegonus ſhould make 
repo2t) that is of ſuch great excellencie ? dwelleth ſhee in 
Taprobane ? Jn Taprobane Madam, replied Telegonus, 
but with ſuch a peale of ſighes, bew2aping his loues in 
ſilence : that Eriphila ſmiling, ſapd; I ſee fire cannot ber 
hidden in the Flare without ſmoke , noz Puſke in the bo- 
ſome without ſmell, no lone in the bꝛeſt without ſuſpiti- 
on: J perteiue, in faith neighbour, by your lippes what 
lettice pou loue ; the ſaint that pou account of ſuch excel- 
lency, whoſe perfection hath ſo (nared pour ſences, is my 
ſiſter Fiordeſpine. J, quoth Fiordeſpine, filling her Juozp 
bꝛowes full of Shzewiſh wzinkles , J hope the poung lozd 
Telegonus knowes what Duters J haue ſhaken off: and 
therefoze not inferring compariſons, becauſe they bee odt- 
dus, I may giue him his anſwere with an ec. There 
are moze Papdes then Paultzin, and moze birds foz the 
Faulcon to pearch with, then the Eagle: the Lyon is a 
bloudy 
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bloudy beaſt, foz that he knoweth his ftrength : J will not 
conclade:but loʒd Telegonus,if J be the woman pou mean, 
ceaſe from pour ſute, fo2 in faith ſo well J doe loue pou, 
that you cannot moze diſpleaſe mee, then in ſeeking to 
pleaſe mee: fo if Jknew no 8ther canſe to miſlike , pet 
this might ſuffice, that J cannot love. At this flat and per⸗ 
emptozie anſwere , Telegonus ſate nipped on the pate, 
like to them which taſte of the fiſh Mugra, whoſe operati- 
on maketh them foz a time ſenceleſſe: which Eriphila eſpy- 
ing, thinking to iumpe even with the Gentleman, pitty- 
ing his paſſions, in that Fiordeſpiue was ſo cop-to ſo cour- 
teousaVouth, ſayd : Pou map ſee now Telegonus, that 
Venus hath her frownes , as thee hath (miles : that Cu- 
pid hath arrowes headed with tead to pzocure diſdaine , as 
well as with golde to increaſe loue: heare mee that ama 
Utrgin, as dutifull to Veſta, as reuerent to Venus, 
The paines that louers take, fo; hunting aſter loſſe, 
if their mindes were not confirmed with ſome ſecret in- 
chantment, were able to keepe their fancies foz being in- 
flamed,oz elſe to coole deſire alreadie kindled: foz the daies 
are ſpent in thoughts, and the nights in dzeames : both in 
danger, either of beguiling vs of that wee had, oz pzomi- 
ſing vs that wee haue not. The bead fraught with fanta- 
ſies, fiercd with icloſie, troubled with both: pea ſo many 
inconueniences waite vpon lone as to reckon them all, 
were infinite : and to taſte but one of them were intollera- 
ble, being alwaies begun with griefe, continued with foz- 
rob, and ended with death: foz it is a paine ſhadowed with 
pleaſure,and a ioy ſtaffed with miſery. So that J coclude, 
that as none euer ſawe the altars of Buſiris without (03- 
row, no} banqueted with Phoebus without ſurfetting : ſo 
as impoſſible it is to deale with Cupid, and not either to 
gaine ſpcedie death, oꝛ endlefle danger: As J was ready in 
defence of laue to make replp,there came alittle page from 
tdeit lady mother, to call them home to dinner: wherupon 


thep all roſe, and would haue taken their leaue, but boldly 
ger D 2 J 


Greenes Metamorphoſis. 
A food fo my tackling and told them: Ladies you paſſe not 
ſo; fo; tonſtrue my meaninghowypon pleaſe, oz accept of 
my repay how you liſt , J will not bee ſo diſconrteous to 
leaue you ſo flenderlp guided, as in the guard of this little 
page: and with that J conducted them vnto the tourt, and 
there with a loth to depart, tone my leaue, hauing a cour- 
teous farewell of all but of Fiordeſpine, who parmning like 
luno, in her maicſtie gane mee a niggardly A dio with u 
nod: which notwithſtanding, lone commanded me to take as 
a pꝛodigall coutteſie. Well, Telegonus thus left atone,fea- 
ring to mach ſolitarineſſe might bzeede intemperate paſſt- 
ons, went home, muſing on the ſtrange qualities ot his mi- 
ſtreſſe: where caſting himſclfe on his bed, he began to con- 
ſider, that as ſhe was beautifull, ſo he was pꝛoud; and that 
her erteriour fanour was blemiſhed with an intertour diſ- 
daine : that Venus was as much deſpiſed foz her light- 
neſſe, as honoured fo2 her deity : that the blacke violet was 
moze eſteemed fo2 her ſmell , then the Lillpfoz her white- 
neſſe: that the varkeſt Topas was held moze pzectous then 
the bzighteſt Cryſtall: and women are to bee meaſured by 


. theirvertues,anvnot by their beautics: And why voſt tyon 


v2ge this Telegonus, fog that ſhet hath not fawnevon thee 
at the fir meeting, giuen suer the fort at the firftaſſault, 
und conſented to thy love at the firft motion: wontdelt thou 
baut ger ſo light, fond pouth , as fo ſtoope to the luxe at the 
firſt call. Helena was wanton, pet was cher long in wa- 
ing: Paris courted her befoze he caught her: Ha ſtraggler 
made it ſtrange, blame not her that is yertnons and a Ait - 
gin, i ſhe be ſomewhat cop: reſting in this hope, he fome- 
what appeaſed his paſſions, dziuing away dis melancholy 
and deſpairing humours, by ſetting his ref on this point. 
But love that is unpatient , was in the day his companion, 
and in the night his pillow : Venus tommanded her ſonne to 
be beaten with Roſes, which as they are faire t 
ſauour ſweet, ſo they are full of pꝛickes, and ptrrce the ſkin: 
Soue, thus hammet ing in the head of Telegonus, hee was 

* doubt- 


.Greenes Metamorphoſis, 


doubtfull what to da, 03 how beſt to pzoſecute his purpoſe : 
to repaire to the tourt, and there ts court her, was to at- 


tempt an aduentuxe very perilons and halfe impoſſible : to 


ſeeke meanes to parte with her, was to offer blank papers 


to Venus : Therefoze he reſolued to wꝛite bats her, and ther 
upon entering into his tudie, hee tooke pen and paper, and 


ſent vnto her in this effect. 


Telegonns, to Fiordeſpine, health. 


TI (honoꝛable Rotdeſpine) that are inuenomed with 
the Hidaſpis, if they pzeſenfly diſconer not their paine, 
periſh : ſuch as are ung with the Tarantula, muſt haue mu⸗ 
ficke at their care befoze the poiſon come at thetr heart: Ve- 
nus temple is neuer hut: Cupids regiſter euer vnfolved, 


and the ſecrets of love, if they bee concealed , 2d either \ 


danger by ſilence, oz death by ſecrecy: I ſpeake this by ex 
perience, fo; the deepe imp3effion of pour diuine beauty, co 


united with the admirationof pour excellent vertues, hane 
pꝛinted ſuch a character in my thoughts, ſince firff Nawe 


pour” ſweet ſelfe , as either muſt bes.confirined with pour 
mercie, oz I ſhall be confounded with miſery ! where Cu- 
pid friketh, there no ſalues can pzenaile , where lone ſer» | 


ueth his wzit of commaund, 


lon is ofno atails. 


pudent, than pa 
my betters haue 


e thisdivition pine met tenvefs 


#peiexth ot the robes; but the 


minde: not 
D 3 


| may rather be countedim- 
lonats, in attempting that which fo many =, 


— that ted 


there a Duperſedeas of rea- 


Beauty fozceth the govs, and therefo;e may fetter men: 
dul perhaps pont honone wiltſep, that 
roche Lion: none ſo meane a man as 
ſo glozious a pet ſonage, ſo that I 


' 
2 


age. but 


\ 


Greenes Metamorphoſis. 


the minde: not the Parentage , but the perſon t not the 
wealth, but the heart: not the honours but the lopaltie : if 
then faith in fancie, not poſſeſſions, are to bee reſpected, J 
hope, as Nature by her ſecret iudgement hath endewed 
al creatures with ſome perfect quality, where want bzeds 
millike: as the Pole depziued of ſight, hath a wonderful 
bearing: the Hare being very feareſal, is moſt ſwiſt : ths 
Fiſh having no eares, hath moſt cleere epes : ſo J, of pa- 
rentage meaue, of wealth little, of wit leſſe; pet haue J 
giuen mee, by nature, ſuch a lopallheart , as J hope the 
perfection of the one hall ſupply the want of the other, co- 
ueting not to rule as a Yuſband , but to line dutifull and 
louing euer to the Lady Fiordeſpine, 

Blame me not Padame, if pleade with my penne, fo; 
euer unte J tell into the labpzinth of pour lokes , I haue 
felt in my heart, as in a little wozke, all the paſſions and 
contrarieties of the elements : foz mine cpes (I call the 
gods to witneſſe, Iſpeake without fapning) almoſt turne 


into water, thzough the continuall ſtreames of teares,any 


mp ſighes tlie as winde in the apze, pꝛoct ding from the 
flaming fire which is kindlgy in my heart, as that without 
the dzoppes of pour pittie , it will turne my bodie into dzie 
earth and cinders. 

Then Fiordeſpine , ſith pour beayty bath giuen the 
wound, let it like Achilles ſpeare, cure the ſame ſoze: co⸗ 
uet not to ſet out the trophe of viſdaine, where already you 
are canguered : ſtx iue not foz life, ſith you haue any liber⸗ 
tp, but fetch water from the fountains of Alcidalie, ſmples 
from the hill Erecius, conſetues fromthe temple of Venus, 
to appeaſe that paſſion that otherwiſe cannot be cured: 
render but loue foz loue, yea Madame, ſuch lone as time 
ſhall neuer blot out with obliuion, neither any ſiniſter foz- 
tune diminiſh. o that if the wozld'wondzed at the lopal- 
ty of Petrarch to his Lawra , oz of Amadis to his Gry» 
ance, thep ſhallhane moze cauſe to maruellat the lone of 
Jelegonus to Fiordeſpine , whoſe life and death ſtandeth 

| * | in 


in pour anſwere , which J hope ſhall bee ſuch as belong- 
15 to the deſert of wy loue, and the excellencie of your 
cautie. ö 


Vours, if he he 
Tele gon of Taprobane, 


Elegonus hanging finiſhed his letter, cauſedit to be de- 

liuered to Fiordeſpinc with great truſtineſfe and ſecre- 
tie, who recetuing it with a frowning looke , es halfe 
ſalpecting the contents, yet vnt ipped the ſcales and read 
it : which when ſhee had thzoughly peruſed, dzaue her 
into ſuch a furie, thatthee ina rage rent it, and flung it 
into the fire, ſaying : There end his letters and his loues. 
But as the Sea once hopſed with a gale, calmeth not till it 
bath paſſed with a ſtoꝛme; as the ſtone Pyrites once ſet on 
fire burneth in the water: ſo a womans tamake once ſtir- 
red, tt aſeti not to be diſcontent, till it dee glutted with 
renenge : foz, Fiordeſpine not ſatiſfied with tearing the 
letter of Telegonus, could take no reſt , till either hee had 
bꝛeathed out ſome hard ſpeeches with her tongue, oz ſet 
downe bitter taunts with her pen, ſeeing therefoze no fit 
meanes foz the one, ſhee ſtept in great choller to her ſtan- 
diſh, and wzote to him thus ſatyzically, 
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Fiordeſpine to Telegonus. 


Haugh Vulcan with his polt foote pꝛeſumed to touet 

the queene of beauty : though 1xion aduentured to at- 
tempt the loue of luno : pet lozd Telegonus, no offence ta 
pour perſon, theſe paltring pꝛeũidents are no concluſions 
that perſons vnwoꝛthy ſhould diſgrace , by their impudent 
and woꝛthleſle motions , the honours of excellent perſonas 
ges. How Jamgreeued at pour letters, geſſe by my ſharp 
reply: how I like of pour lines, examine in my waiting: 
how i diſdaine them bath, time ſhall put you in euwence. 
My beautie, ꝓau ſap, hath made an unpꝛeſſton in pour heart: 
a man of ſoft metall, that ſo ſone takes the ſtampe; a louet 
of great conceit, that is fired at the firft loks : but ſince it is 
pour gentle nature to be ſo full of fancie, I would haue the 
gods to make pon either Venus chamberlaine , oz Cupids 
chaplaine , 02 both: becauſe being ſo anozovns, pou ſhould 
not want offices : you fozeſtalled me iu rev letters, with an 
abiection that many pour betters haue tour tod me and miſt: 
then gedlouely loꝛd Telegonus, thinke not, if J delighted 
not to gaze at ſtars, that J meane to ſtumbie at ſtones : it 4 
vouchſafe not to ſmei to moſt᷑ fragrant flowers,that I mean 
to make me a noſegap of wieds. It honozable pzinces offe- 
red to Venus, and tould not be heard, and ſought foz my fa- 
nours but found them not, J thinke: ſuppoſe the reſt, foz 1 
lit not be tedious, left J ſhould weary my ſelfe, and grace 
the with wziting ſo much. Foz thy lopalty keep it foz thy 
equals : foz thy loue, lap it not on me, left as I diſdaine thy 
perſon, ſo Jrenenge thy pzeſumption. And ſo my hand was 
wearp,mp eyes ſleepte, and my heart full of contempt , and 
with that A went to bed. 


Her owne Fiordeſpiye 
of Taprobane, 
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patient ot delates) it was conueied with all poſſible 
ſpeed to Telegonus ; who receiuing it, kiſſed and rekifſey 
it, as comming from the hanvs of his goddeſſe, changing 
colour oft, as one betweene feare and hope: at laſt vnrip- 
ing the ſcales, he read ſuch a cozaflue , as cut him to the 

The Aſpis tingeth not moze deadly , the ſerpent 


many 
lunaticke, as if hee had eaten of the ſeed of ſputanta, 
that troudleth the bzaine with gidvineCe: he fell to exclaime 
blaming the gods that wondd 


again{ Venus and het veitie , 


* WT WINES IH CL; 77 ee, 
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H Dnourable Ladie, the OO 
helpe au once long yo — ſoze, and ti late it is to 
plant Cugines to batter , whonthe walls are already bzv- 
— Autumne ſhawzes are ever out of ſeaſon, and ts late 
it is io dillodge loue out of the byxſt, when it hath infected - 
uery part of the body, The (0ze, when the leſtrt ing filtylo 
hath ooo ee ot roots hgh ran rag 
neither with noz cutting cozaſtues 


lenitiue plaiſter s, 
red: ſo loue craueth but anel time to baing the hopp and 
mind to ruine. x honoz ſering how deeply J am deus- 


Feta your hong —— ———ů—j — 


feng ae her by. EIS 
h lie hott erage 


tov bir an (you 


——— wiſe-pponaule,only 
pour meccie ye ene ann dat away: the le of 
my careful diſeaſe. - 
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'Yours, euen after death, 
. Telegonn of Taprobane, 


* 
a ,* , 


to Telegonus. 


ries. Sith then thou ſ@l my reſolution to be ſo rigozous 
(ouer-raſh pouth) betake the to thy dumpes, and fare how 
thou lift: foz know, à millike thy ſute, and hate thy perſon. 
and will live and dye thine enemy, if foz na other cauſe, yet. 
fa; that thou haſt dared to court Fiordeſpine. 


Thy mortall energy, 
Firdeſpine of Taprobane. 


== that Telegonus had xrad this letter, ſawted'with 
Auch peremp(ozp diſdaine, hee fell in a trance, — of 
his bed as a dead carcaſe: but when he was tome to , 
hee fell into (uch extreme paſſions, that his tathet and 
friends comming into the Chamber, thought him 
with ſome ſpirit : the Phyſician felt his pulſes, and found 
bee had a ſound body, whereupon they did conlecture it was 
lone: and to verifie the ſame, after he had raiſey himſelf vp 
in his bed, with a gaſtly loke, he tryed nothing bat Fiorde - 
ſpine, fetching ſuch greenous grones e depe ſighes,that all 
the chamber fell into teares ; where: oly Carle, ha- 
ning his haire as white as ſnowe, came himſelf trudging to 
the Court, telling the extreme paCion of his ſon, entreating 
Fiordeſpine that the would ſo much as bonchſafe tu come to 
his houſe,. onely with her pzefence- lome what to mitigate 
his ſonnes paſſions : but ſuch was the pzide and diſdaine of 
mp daughter, that neither thoteares.of the olpCarte, the ins 
treaty of my ſon,noz my command coul pꝛeuaile with her, 

comfozticfle and \63- 


inſomuch, that the old man returned 


rowing. Well, Tel l thus diſtreſt by 
r 


:  Telegonus, 
were in ſome curſed aſpect, 
nina thou not priht ty et n tune tne 


— r —— — 
ſonne, taking vp bis body, depatted: J ſazrowing at the 


Pejamozpholis of wy daughter, wopt : but to ſmall effect: | 
„ 


1 


4 * 
* 


1 
» anda perpetuall griete ta me. TEN 
Thus (ſene) da thou heard the iſcourfe of my 
ters miſfaztune, which bath nat been to delightfull fa; thes 
to heare, as greevous fog me to revenle;!. but ſoeing Jam 
entred into the diſcourries of their ills, no.ſamer ſhall wee 
haus taken out repel , but J willſhew thee what foztuned 
to hex ſasond Gifer Eriphila, fon I unde the nature ut men 
is deſitous of novetties 1 aw with that taking mie by the 
ud, we went hame to her Cattag g. 
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and ſhee would dilcourfe eutll fozturi of her ſecond 
daughter, Erk bits. the which A willingly confented vnto : 
thee began her tale in this mam. 


T1 ; 
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The Rosa Tg of EREPHILA 
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was metamo;- 


inſomuch, that co-bni- 
— 


imbarked in a ſmall Pinace, the Dukes ſonne of Maffiia, 
called Meribates: who comming on ſhoare fo; freſh water, 
came toſee the Qurt of Taprobane : where being greatly 
welcommed by my ſoune, falling into talk with my daugh- 
ters, hee found Eriphila ſo adezned with a ſupernaturall 
kinde of wit, as hee was ſnared in the ſweetneſſe of her 
anſweres : (wallowing downe the conceit of her wiſedome 
with ſuch greedinelle, that hee lay dzunks in the remem- 
bzance of her qualities; finding ſeuerall delapes to make 
ſay inthe country couertly: cauſing his Pariners to crack 
their tackling , to vnrigge their Shippe in the night, that 
they might haue iuſt cauſe to lye there the moſt part of that 
Summer.Loue beginning to make this poungſter politike, 
caught him ſo faſt by the heart, that Mars was neuer moze 
featelp intangled in Vulcans net, noz the fozerunners of la- 
ſon moze ſubtilly wzapped in the labyzinth, then Mecibares 
war in the ſnares of fancie: foz what he talked , even a- 
monglt the meaneft of his Pariners, was of Eriphila : 
his thoughts, his mufing, his determinations, his reſolati- 
ons, his dayes watchings , his night lumbers were of 
the excellent wit of Eriphila, inſomuch that loue lodged the 
Nonice vnder her Canapie , where hee bzeathed out theſe 


Infoztunate Meribates, whom the enuious Fates haut 
ſcozned to make infoztunate ! Paſt thou mann d thy ſelfe 
in a Barke to ſcoure the ens, . —— 
like to loſe thy ſences ? Soughteſt thou to the plea- 
ſure of Neptune, and art faine toftand to the conrteſte of 
loue ? Haſt thou found flames amidſt the wanes ? Fire 
in the water, and fancy where no affection was meant ; 
well now I ſee, that as the Bee that flycth from flewze to 
flow2e, hauing free choyſe to chooſe at libertie, is at laſt ta- 
ken by the wings, and ſo fettered : In like manners mp 
fancy taking the view of manie a face, hath areſtraint of 
his freedome , and is bzought into bondage with the wit 
af a ſtranger : * thou loue ſo lightly ? 


ſhall fancy giuethee the foiteat — Shall thine 
eares bee the cauſe of thy miſery : Wilt thon with 'Vliſdes 
heare the Syrens fing, r 
to endiee milfoztime? 

Eriphila is wife , ſo was Helena, yet thee plapey'the 
warikdf\ with Paris : Het anſweres1ike the Uirginat Del. 
phos, and her woꝛds axt as Nectar. Aoſes areſweete, yet 
they harre pꝛickes 1:the pureſt gannp⸗ Wee is not without 
his ing + wit in a woman is like Ople in thedlame, which 
either kindleth to great vertue , oz extreme vanitp: Well 
Meribates, howfoener it dee, wit tanmnot ber plated ſo bad 
but it is pꝛecious ? Mhat is beauty! but a tolaur dacht 
with euery bꝛeath, a flowzenipt with enctpfroſt; afauour 

that time and age defatoth: whereas wit-mereaſeth-by 
pecres ; and that lone continneth longeſt, that is taken by 
the eare, not by the eye: peeld then Metibates, whenthon 
muſt nerdes tonſent; runne when thou art called by com- 
mand : Pallas is wife, and will not bee ingratetull to het 
votaries: ſap none, but Eriphila: to ſure t euer thou wilt 
beſtowe thy freedome , ſhee-is wozthy ta haue thec.tap- 
tine. Afthoumeanelt to mat rie, thou canſt not haue amer- 
ter matth : pea; but- how-if der heart de placed, and her 
mind ſettled vpon ſome Gentleman in Taprobarje? then 
were Ja great deale better ta wayle at thefirſt , then to 
weepe at the laſt: ta be content with alittle pzicke , then a 
Teepe wound; to rel lous at the bzumme than at the bot 
tome. 

The Scoꝛpion, ił he touch neuer o ligheiy inuenometh 
the whole body : the leaft ſparke of wilde are will ſet an 
whole honſe on flame: the Cockatrice killeth euen with 
his fight : the ſting of lone wonndeth deadly: the flame br 
fancis ſets on ire all the thoughts; and the eros ol a louer 
ore counted incurable. 

Fearefulnefle(Meribates)in loue is a bet tue: haſt thou 
turned ouer ſo man bokes of Philoſophy, and haſt thou 
not a Phocas pꝛotert to bes fruitfull ? that louers 
ſhoalo 


Giveries Metwhorphofi© 
would pꝛot ids in their ſuits, as the Crabbe,, whoſe pace 
is ener backward; that thangh tone bee line the Adamantt 
which bath ver tue tu d;aws ,, yetthou ſhouldeft bee fpaink- 
led with Goates'blowd, which ceſiſteth his operation. 
the wit of ſome: Pallas Nympdes haue int laſed thy mind: 
pet thou ſhouldeft taus the Dple of Nenuphar, that cooleth 
deſire: what Meribares, wilt thou become apzeciſe Pythas 
goras, in recounting of tone. : No, let notthe pꝛecepts ac 


—— 


Philoſophy ſabiec the will of nature ; youth muft haue 


his courſe: he that will not laue when bee is/poung., ſhall | 


not bee lone when hee is olde: ſap then Meribates, any 
neuer gaine-ſap, that Eripbila is the mat ke thonſhoote at: 
that her ſurpaſſing wit is the Syren, whole ſong hath in 


chanted thee ; and the Cyrces cup which hath ſo-ſatted thy 


ſences, as either thou muſt with Vliſſes haue a ſperdre - 
medie, oz elſe remaine tranſfozmed. Conſiver Mcabares 
the cauſe of thy lous, left thou faile in the effects. Js the 
formdation of thy fancy fired vpon her feature ; think with 
thy ſelfe, Beantie is but a bloſſome , whoſe flowzeis nipt 
with euery fro : it is like the graſſe in India, which withe- 
reth befo2e it ſp2zingeth : What is moꝛe faire, pet what 
moze fading? What moze delightfull , pet nothing moze 
_ What moze pleaſant , and pet what is moꝝe peri 
7 


BSeautie may well bes compared to the bath in Caly cut: 
whoſe ſtre ams flow as cleereas the floud Padus, and whoſe 
operations as peſtilent, as the River Ormen: J but Me- 
ribates, what moze cleere then the Cryſtall, and what moze 
pzecions? what moze comely then cloth of Arras, fo what 
moze coſtiy ? what creature ſo beautifnll as a woman, 
and what ſo eſtimable? Js not the Diamond of greatett dig- 
nity that is moſt gliſtering: and the pearle thought mol 
etious, that is moſt per fe c in colour ? 

Ariſtorte ſaith, they cannot be tounted abſolutely happy, 
although they had all the vertues , if they want be autie: 
pea, Apollonius ( ann and a —_ 

* aga 


Greenes Metamorpheſis. 
againfk the ſacred lawes of beauty) is dzinen both by the 
lawes of Nature, and nurture, to canfeſle that Uertne is 
the moze acceptable, by how much the moze it ts placed in a 
beautifull bodie: but what long vigrefſed diſcourſe is this 
thou makeft of beautie , Meribatcs ? it ia not vpon ſuch a 
fickle foundation thou buildeſt thy loue : but vpon her wit, 
which only parteth with veath : and therefaze whatſoener 
Philoſophie,o; learning wils, J will conſent vnto nature, 
foz the beſt Clarkes are not the wiſeſt men: whatſoeuer 
wifdome wills, J wil at this time giue the crimes of beans 
tie to my amozous paſſions; foz he that makes curtofitic in 
loue, will ſo long ſtraine courteſie, that either hee will be 
counted a (olemne ſuter , oz a witlefſe woer : therefoze, 
whatſocner the chance be, J will caf at all. 

Meribates hauing thug debated with himſelfe, reffed on 
this reſolution : that he would moderate his affection, vn- 
till he fonnd oppo2tunity to diſcourſe his mind to Eriphila : 
who on the contrary ſive noting the perfectih of Meribates, 
was moe enamozev of his perſon and qualities, then Phil- 
hs of Demophon, oz Dido of thefalſe and vniuſt Troian : 
fo; he was ſo courteous in behaatour , ſo liberall not onely 
al his purſe, but his courteſie , that he han wonneall theic 
hearts in Taprobane, 

Theſe conſiderations ſo tickled the mind of Eriphila,that 
thee fell thus to debate with her ſelfe. What mcanes (Eu- 
phila ) theſe ſtrange and ſodaine paſſions : ſhall thy tapey 
life be comparednow to the Camelion, that turneth her ſelf 
into the likeneſſe of euerpobiec : to the herbe Phanaros, 
whoſe budde is \weet , and the roote bitter: to the Ravens 
in Arabia , which being poung, haue a pleaſant voice, 
bat in their age a hozrible crie : Wilt thon conſent vnto 
luſt, in hoping to loue „ Shall Cupid tlaime thee fo2 bis 
taptiue, who euen now wert vowed a veſtall Wirgine? 
Shall thy tender age bee moze vertuous then thy ripe 
yerres { What, ſhall the beauty of Meribates inchant thy 
minde,0; his filed ſpeech , 


. Greenes Metamorphoſis. 
perty of a ranger dzawe thee on to affection. ? If thou 
ſhouldef hap to like him, would hee not thinke the Caſtle 
wanted but ſcaling, that peeldeth at the firſt hot £ That 
the bul warke wanteth bat batterie, that at the firft par ley 
yeelds vp the keyes ? Yes, pes Eriphila,his-beauty argues 
inconſtancy, and his painted phaſes deceit : and if he ſeg 
thee worms with a woꝛd, hee will thinke thee loſt with the 
winde: he will iudge that which is lightly to be gained, 1s 
as quicklp loft. 

The Dane that comnreth at the firſt call, will neuer 
pꝛoue ſtedfafk on the ſtand. The Nieſe that will be reclai- 
med to the fiſt, at the firſt ſight of the lure, will bate at euery 
buſh : The woman that will loue at the firſt looke,will ne- 
uer be chat ie of her choyte. Take heed Eriphila, the fineſt 
ſcabbard hath not euet the bzaneſt blade; no2 the godlieft 
cheſt hath not the moſt gozgeous treaſurs: the Bell with 
the beit ſoumd hath an iron clapper : the fading apples of 
Tantalus haue a gallant ſhewe, but if they be touched, they 
turne to aſhes: M a faire face map haus a foule mind; ſweet 
woꝛds, a ſowze heart: pea rotten bones out of a paintedſe- 
palchze ; fo; all is not gold that gliſters. UUhby, but yet 
the Jenune is choſen by his hiew , and the cloth by his co- 
loar : condenme not then Eriphila , befoze thou haſt cauſe : 
accuſe not ſo ſtrictly without tryall ; ſearch not ſo narrow- ) 
ly, till thou haſt occaſſion of doubt. 

Pea, but. the Pariners ſounvat the firſt, fo; feare of a 
Noche: the Chirurgion tainteth betimes, fog his ſureft 
p2oofe : one foze-wit is wozth two aſter: it is not good to 
beware whon the ac is done: to late commeth repentance ; 
what is it the beauty of Meribates that kindleth this dame? 
who moze beautifull then Iaſon, yet who moze falſe? foz afs 
ter Medea had peelded, he ſacked the fozt, and in liew of her 
lone, he killed her with kindneſſe. Js it his wit ? who wi- 
ſer then Theſeus, yet none moze traiterous ? 

Beware Eriphila, Jhaue heardthee ſay: ſhe that mar- 


ries foz beautie, ſoz euery dꝛamme of pleaſure, ſhall haus 
F 3 a pound 
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Greenes'Merarnorphoſis. 
a pound of ſoꝛtow : chooſe bythe tate, unt h the eve. Meri 
bates is faire, ſo was Patii, and pet title: her is witty, lo 
was Cor ſitis, and pet waueting: No man knoweth the na- 
tute ot the hearbe, by the outward ſhew, but by the inward 
{aice; and the operation conſiſts in the matter, not in the 
fo2me. "i 

The Fore winnesthe fanourof the Lambes by play, 
and then deuours them: ſo perhaps NMeribates ſhewes him» 
ſelfe in outward chewe a demy god: whereas who tries 
him inwardly , ſhall unde him but a ſolemne ſaint. Why, 
unte his arriuallin Taprobane,all the Ilan ſpeakes of his 
vertue and courtefle : but perchance hee makes a vertue of 
his neede,and (6 lapes this bammed hoe of fained honeſty, 
as a luring batte to trap ſome ſinpte Dame. 

The cloth is neuer tried, bucill it come to the wearing, 
103 the linnen neuer Mines, till it comet to the wetting : 
\s want of liberty to die his will, may make a reſtraint of 
hts nature : awthough in a ſtrange place her vſe faith and 
honeſty to makehis marriage, pet ſhe perhaps that Qall try 
him, ſhal either ind he neuer had them, oz quite fozcot them: 
fo; the nature of men (as I haut heard ſay) is like the Am. 
bet - tone, which will burfie outwardly,and frieze inwary- 
ly: and like the dat ke of the Pirtle trees that grew in Ar- 
menia, that is as hot as firen the taſte, and as colve as wa» 
ter in the operation. | 

The dogge biteth ſozeſk when he doth not barke : the ©- 
nix is hotteſt; when it lokes white: the Syrens meanemoft 
miſchiefe when they ſing : the Tyger then hydeth his crab- 
bed countenance, when hemeaneth to take his pzep: and a 
man doth moſt viſſemble when hee ſpraketh faireſt. Trie 
then Eriphilaere thou truſt , eſperially ſince hee is a ſtran- 
ger: pꝛooue exe thou put in pꝛattiſe: caſt the water befoze 
thou appoint the medecine: doe all things with deliberati · 
on: goe as the Snatle faire and ſoftly, haſte makes waſte ! 
the malt is euer ſweeteſt, where the fire is ſofteſt: let not 
wit overcome wiſedome, noz the hope of a huſband be the 
haſard 


hazard of thine hon 


2 
to Ariadne: 


woo Ae the dap paſt : 

ibaccs 88,Rcedfull , but 
A 1 weryemn occaſion to 
halt tried him lopall; vntill then 


vttered thele wozds,ſhe uraight to 
gktaril ea heb came to 

me and ber ifer , and day in pꝛatile. 
Thos theſe twolouers.p; pati- 
,'fo2 that . Eat 4. — to their 

— wounds, paſſed oucr two oz thaee daies onely p with 

glances andlogkes , their b with their 
ayes, which they cauly, not, diſcaner. with their tongues: 
Venus taking pitty of her patients, found them out ſofit 
taſion, that as Ex iphula with ber ſiſter Marpe ſia were 
ing alone in the garden, gathering of flowers , at that in⸗ 
tant (guided by laut and fortune) Meribates went into the 

gar den to he ie, where.Qcaight he eſpiedhis miſtris 
walking with her ſiſter: now Meribates was dziuen into 

an cxtafie, with the extreme pleaſure. hee conceined in the 

- ſodaine fight ot his goddeCe : inſomuch, as hee dd amazed 
. for feare, and aeceſlitp found a deadly combate in the mind 
ol Mcribates : he doubted if he ſhould be ouer bold, ta giue 
offence to Eriphila,and ſo ſpill his pottage. But the law of 
neceſitie (ſaith Plato) is ſo hard, that the gods themn(elues 
are not able to reſiſt it: foz as the water that by nature is 
cold, is made hot by the fozce of fire, and the ſtraight tree 
pzcfſed downe groweth alwayes crooked, ſo nature is ſub⸗ 
iect to neceſſitie, that kind cannot have his courſe: and yet 
{f there bs any thing which is moze loonie hon pocallite, 


ions, and lone where 

rema ine indifferent. 
When Er iphila ha 

auoide all 


* Creenes de 555 
it is the late ol laue, which lo incenſed Meribates , that ta- 
ſting all feare aſtde, he offered himſelfe to his miſtrefle, with 
this conrteons parle. p 

Gentle women, if my pꝛeſumption do trouble your mu- 
ſes, yet the cauſe of my bolvnefCe deſerueth pardon, (ith 
where the offence pꝛoteedeth of loue, there the parvon en- 
ſueth of conrfe: Jftodin a maze at the firſt fight , foz mee 
thought you reſembled Pallas and Iuno, departing away 
from Venus, after Chee had worme the ball t pou Padam 
Eriphila, like the one fo; wit, and Marpeſia like the other 
fo: maieſtie : but howſoeuer (ſweet ſaints) vou grace this 
Garden with pour pꝛeſence, as Diana doth the Groues, 
and hononr mee, in admitting (s bnwozthy a man into the 
company of ſuch excellent perſonages-  Eriphila hearing 
Meribates in theſe tearmes', giuing a glozy to her face, by 
ſtaining her cheekes with a vermiliton bluſh, both ſharply 
and ſho:tlp made this reply. 

It is neuer pzeſumption (103d Meribares) that foztune 
pꝛeſents by chance, and therefoze no parvon-where is no f- 
fence: our muſing was not great, onely gathering flowzes 
which wee like by the hiew , but know not bythe vertu: 
herein reſembling lovers , that aiming at the faireſt , off 
ſtumble on ſuch as are little wozth : If pon haue made vs 
any fault, it is in giuing vs ſo kinde a frumpe , with 
vnlikelp compariſon: J being as vnlike to Pallas in 
Vulcan to Mars in pꝛoperty: and thee as far different from 
Juno in maieſtie, as olde Bawcis was to Venus in beauty ! 
but pou Gentlemen of Maſſilia haue the habite of teſting, 
and therefoze fince it is a fault of Nature, we bzoke it, and 
veare with it. ; 

Meribates hearing ſo courteous and witty an anſwere, 
{willed in loue as merrily as euer Iupiter did vertne:ſo that 
— heare his miſtreſle pꝛattle, hee pꝛoſecuted his 

thus. 
As Jam glad, Padam, that my raſhneſſe was no occa- 
ion ak offence, ſo Jan(ezris youtaks what Abtterodis 


— — — — — — 
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zreenes Met 


earveff, to be ſponen tu ſipoztz m compariſonas J infor / 
red it, ſo by vont patiance „net able 
hy reaſons, fog that amnoſtholltt: yet by laue, fo ſdat 
A ſhall dꝛawe mine arguments from fancie, which hathTet- 
on fire a pooze ſtrangers heart, that he deemes pour ſweet” 
ſelfe nat only like Pallas. but Pallas her elfe: ſo that had 1 
in this humaur beene Judge to Patis in the vale, wit (not 
beauty) had gatten what they ſtroue o. 
J but ſir (quoth Marpeſia) from whence will you dzawe' 
your axguments to pzooue mee in anateſtie like luno ? pou 
dere not ſay, from reaſon, in regard þ the perſons axe with- 
ont compare; and from lous if pow argue; pou pꝛoue pout 
ſelſe double fated like lavus , and double hearted like Iupi- 
Wo to have two ſtrings to a bowe, andtwotours at one 
tune. N : 
Pes Padam , quoth Meribates , mp common place in 
this Enthymema ſhall bee alſo from loue, foz in affecting - 
lo dearelp pour ſiſter, I cannot bat deeply honour you, if | 
——— rr 1 yet in friendly affection as 


, 


nung from France, fignifies 
tevted withlapcias, A july you conlvas wel as 
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Dne tohile imoginationpzelents vuto me ths Xveadt 
vificis fre, tndich Anilawwith — 


ofſolemne oathes , I ſet downe as a maxime, with afa- 


mie. 1 

Thus are mp thoughts ted with fancies: and to be biet, 
my life is lengthned out by fancies : then Madam, blame 
me not if Alike well; and thinke nothing; if Aſet 
no other lee in my noſegap. And trulp10zd Meribates, 
anſwered Eriphila, you and Aare of one mind, I meane in 
choice offlowzes, but not ſir, as it is called a Penſe, 03 as 
pou deſtant on fancie: but as we h call it, 
Veariſ-eaſe', fo; ofaltcantents I thinke this the greateſt; 
faz in naming this wozy Yeartſ-eaſe, I baniſh (as with a 
charme) the frownes of foztune, ann the felties of lone, fo; 
the partie that is toucht by the inconſtancy of the one, o the 
vanitie ot theother; cannot boaſt hee meaneth hearts aſe : 
leeing then it bzeevethſuchrefvato the minde, and fuch 
quiet ta the thoughts, we will both weare this flewze as 4 
faupur, you as a Peuſe, bat I as Beactbeaſe. 

As thoſe tws logers were thus merrilp veſcanting vyon 
Lowes, Icame into the Garden, and found this young 
load and m daughter at chat, no whit diſpleafed, in that J 
kus i the honour of his heaſr, his great poCeſſions and pa- 
rentage; J winktat their loves , and after alittle ozpinary 
parte cailedthem in to dinner: where there was ſuch ban- 
— — anne leckes; —— 

As a blinde man might haue ſtcent 
dauit : well, dinner be ing enden, as — 1 5 
ta the camſideration of Eriphilacs'wit; fo des mos intpa⸗ 
tit, as the hate that neuer hauing felitus cparre run 
neth at the firſt pzicke; 3 


that hoe nwas e an hen he les tris the 
rope verſe: | 


b Jeoprs view 


Man on on 
wit butofmirth : don et dot 


ener, et cedams arnori, 


whee could not but in her conſcience fweare, that her 
ſhould be the ſaintat whoſe ſhzing the would offer vp her de⸗ 
notion. Theſe two loners thus lining the moze happily, 
lo that they te ſted vpon hope, it lęaſed my ſonne aud mes 
to walke abzoad ints a parke hard tothe Court, 
and with vs my two Daughters , and fozget the | 
we could not: pacing thus abzoadts take ative, 
wers in the greone meades, Meribates he: 
dad fingled themſelues, and he taking time while ſhe p;offe- 
rr 
| hor ——— 
and in paintevTpeech dec 


is often covered ret mien ery miſe jtohafy ac 
quaintance with pon is mall, and tredit leute, as bering 4 


an l, cireumſſenee foz feare of miftruſt 
"What Err 


— thoſe) 


Thy wit, Bripbilehath benght urp feiedome; 0d thy wi 
dome hath — me taptiue, that as de which is hart 


c 
ol the 
ſcoꝛpion, ſeneth a ſalve from whence he rect iues the ſoze, ſo 
you. onely map miniſter the medicine which pzocurew'the 
diſeaſe. The burning feuer is dʒiuen oat with a hot potion, 
the chaking palſie with a cold dzinke : loueonely is teme 
died by loue, and fancie maſt be cured by continuall affeci- 
on. 
Therefoze,Friphila, I ſpeake with teares outwardly, 
and with dꝛops of bloud inwardlp, that vnleſſe the miſting 
ſhow3es of pour mercy mitigate the fire of mp fancy, Jem 
like to buy loue g repentance with death: but perhaps you 
will obiec, that the beaſts which gaze at the Panther, are 
guilty of their own death: that themonſe taken in the trap, 
deſerveth her chance: that a louer which hath free-will, de⸗ 
ſerueth no pittie, if he fall into any amoꝛous paſſions. Can 
the ſtraw reſiſt the vertne of the pure Jet, oz flaxe the 
fozce of the fire? can a loner withſtand the bzunt of beauty, 
oz freeze if he ſtand be the flame, oz pꝛeuent the lawes of na- 
ture: weigh all things equally, and then J doubt not but to 
haue a iuſt iudgement: and, though (mall acquaintance may 
ber de miſtruſt, and miſtruſt hinders loue: pet trat of time 
Mall inferre ſuch tryall, as I truſt Chall kindle affection. 
And therefaze J hope pou will not put a doubt till occoſion 
be offered, noz call his credit in qut ſtion, whome neyther 
haue found noz heard to be halting: what though the 
eutine powder is quickly kindled, and quickly out? 
pet the Salamander Kone once ſette on fre, can nauer bee 
quenched: as the 0 Pyztle tree will quickly totte, ſo 
the Sethim wed wil neuer be eaten with wazmes ithough 
the Polppe changeth colour, euery houre, pet the 
will cracke, befoze it willconſent to dillopaltp. As al 
are not made of one mould, ſo all men are not of one 
minds: foz as there hath beene a trothleſſe Iaſory, (9. thets 
hath bene a truſtieTroylus, and as there hath pane 
ſembling Damocles ſo there hath beene a loyali Lel; 


ſure, 


auch ln r2coa1pence , find it bent E 
hearing mis paſſionate ſpeech of Meribates, made him 
Lon Metibates {tis hard taking the fowle when the net 
is veſcried ;, and ill catching of fiſh when the hooke is bare, 


dite, and td vetetue her that ſpteth the fetch. When the 
ſtriag is bzoken, it is hard to Hit the white, when a mans 
-crodite is talled in queſtion, it is hard to perſwade one. 
Blame me not (Meribares) if A v:ge pon ſo ftricaly , noz 
thinke nothing if I ſuſpect you narrowly : a woman may 
knit a knot with her tongue, that ſher cannot vntie with 
all her teeth, and when the lignet is ſet on, it is too late fo 
bzeake the bargaine | therefoze J had rather miffruſt tos 


ſooae, then miſliketoo late: ayes rather ary wy Hts | 


then tue my chance: foz a womans heart is line the tone 
Egypt, that will quickely receine u foam, but neuer 
change without cracking. If then J keare, mee not 
— r 1 Elder 
as as 
red ner odor ery a or oh where the fe 
ts calmeft, there it is deepeſt, and where thegreatelf to- 
loar of honeſkte is, there oftentimes is the moſt want: 
foz Venus veſſels haue the lowdeft loud, when they 
are moſt emptie: and a difenVling heart hath moze elo- 
guence then a faithfall minde, foz truth is ener naked: 
will not, Lozd Meribates, runne from my parficular ce 


pariſon. — 
pe 


Chus Acaft all theſe doubts, and others haue 
trut, yet mn J fozcevby fancy to takeſome e 
paſſions; Medea knew fhe bel but yet the 
in chooſing laſon: but I hope _ to finde thee ſo = 

3 n 


— 


and as inipoſible to make her betreue that will gine no cre- 


— — " — = 
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o e ſute: the pꝛiſoner being condemned 
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Mell Meri to bo ares arb. 
ita z and haſt obtained that 


rig athers haue (aught ta gaine :. it is not the ape of 


eee reer. 


on : not thy poCoſſians, but thv-vertues : f 
ſhe wean * — 


her lone vpon beauty, meanes to fancie but 

loʒ a while: would God 4 might und thee-ſuch a one us J 

ia, ee 4 — on 
whic ew vetrue, pet it. coun- 

terfait a tes: Kaya than but Admetys,and J will be 

Alceſt, no tozments,no traueil: no, only the loſſe of life Chal 
diminiſh my loue, in liew thereof remaine thou but ton · 

1 and in pledge al my pzoteſted god will, haue heere 

and hand to be thine in duſt and aſhes. 
Pere 2 maiſt thau · iudge into what quandary Mcri- 

bates was dziuen, heard the anſwer of his miſtris 


f his pardon, neuer rejoicedmo2e: then 
tuo gras, a of his happineſſe. Mel, 
1 — bzake off from their parle fo; 
SIE Cs i companie,whero failing 

Etipbila ee 1 — — 
82 ibetet wing 
mal a honozing no deity but Venus deter 
well as appeztuntty mould muſter occaſion to 
thomane to mee and her þetjme ; but in the weave 
3 fa2 his delight , certaine 


3 coated all; the bzaneft 


in 1 4probane, inhere they per» 


in 


CRE ended, my . 


where, to grace the bonn and to honour the canmpanie. was 
IAN Marpeſia: 
— — 


Eri- 


rene Metarnorphotie 


Eriphila , whoto ope walled about thi froope of thee iy 
ftie Gatlants, eſpted a mid the re, cats 
— — the ſonne of an Umm of- 


— ns of face paſſing amiable, o 
— Galla — 


ſingular — on fire Eriphilaes fant ie, 2 
che had dzunk of the fountatne in Ardenia, het hot lone was 
turned to u told liking. Now her heart was ſet bpon Lu- 
cidor, which of late was vowed to Meribates, in fuch ſozt | 
that her ſtorake loft the wonted appetite , tofetd the eyes 

with the beauty of her newlouer , as that ſheeſeemed to 

haus eaten of the herbe Spucania, which ſhutteth vp the ##/ - 

make fo3 a long ſeafort. Pea ſo impatient was her affecti- 

on, as ches could not fozbeare to gine him ſuch lakes; that 

| the Gentleman perceived ſhee was either reſaiued to out- 

face him, oz elſe affected towards him. Mel, the dinner en 

ded, and tho Gentlemen all departed; Erip * b 


Inkoztunate Eriph 
bteds a — 
doeſt thou feels betweene provelorni4] 
—— faith, lou — 5 — — 
e 5 


ancy and faith , lone andloialtie-+ Wile then 
wer as falſe as Venus, who ſoz en 
n vthieffe as Cre 

thoughts preres 5 
whoſ? heart had moze le 


ad moze lovers 
Ee 
a Gu ee e e. 
anew thotce+ thefe heut 


— — 
ee. 
5 | | t | 
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ted as per rlury,and a woman haging crackt her lopaltie, is 


halle hanged. Ciuillia beiug hetrothed to Horst ius ſecuodus, 
1 rather to be rackt to death, than to lalſine her conſtan- 


Lamia a Concubine , could by n tozments bee halcy 
from the lone of Atiſtogizon, what perils ſuſfered Cariclia 
foʒ Theagynes ? Let theſe examples Ecripbila, moue thee to 
be conſtant to Meribates: be thou ſtedfaſt and no douht thou 
ſhalt not unde him ſtragling. Cauſtans, when ſhe came in- 
to the Court to (weare thai ſhe never loued dudalus, became 
dumbe, and after fell mad : beware of the like rewarde , if 
thou commit ths dine offence. Zuſy , they that wonld te- 
fraine from dziuke becauſe they heard Anacreon dyed with 
the pot at his head, 2 that hateth an egge, becauſe Appeyus 
Sauleyus dyed in cating of one, would bee noted fo; perſons 
balfe mad: ſo if I ſhauld ſtand to my peny-wozth , hauing 
made n market like a ole, and may change fo the better, 
becauſe other in like caſs haue had ill hap, J may either bee 
counted faint hearted 0z fooliſh. What Eriphils, Iupiter 
laught at the periurie of loners. Metibates is faire, but not 
ſecond to Lucidot: he is wittie, but the other moze wife ; 
well what of this, but how, wilt thau au(were Mecribares ? 
tub, cannat the Cat catch mile, but ſhec muſt baue a bell 
hanged at her eare: he that is afcaid ts venter on the Buck, 
foz that he is wzapt intho bzpers, all neuer have hunters 
hay: and hes that puts a daubt in loug at cuory chince (hall 

neuer haut lovers lucke ; well, ner it be, Lucidor 
dere » bee hall have my heart, and J his, on elſe A 
the ſaddle : and thus having debated with her 


tae; th refed perplexed, till thee might haue a ſight of her 
new lauert; which was not long: ſoz Lucidor na ſponer 


got 


„ but call 


to mide the amozous glances of 


Epipbi 
though ber honour was farre beyond his parentage, pet 


eee eee 


9 


— 
— 


* noting both hex Gaede — and. her mit. . 
poſing bpon her fauours ſhowen him at the banket, hee 


\ 


F?, 


hadſetasapztze ! ſo ese eee the Court, 
and became a Courtier, firſt bꝛauing it amongft the Loꝛds, 
then by degrees croping inte fanour- with che Ladies, 
where in tune he found oppo unity to parte with Eriphila, 
whom fo; faſhion ſake at the 'firff hee found ſomewhat 
ſtrange , but ia ſhoꝛt time became ſu tractable, that there 
was but one heart in two bodies; in fo much, chat not only 
Meribates and my ſonuo, but all the whole Court ſ 
Eriphila dete d on Luckdbr, whoreat my ſonne beganne 
frowne, but Meribates would not ſee it, left his Piffris 
ſhould thinke him tcalous, but ſmothered bp the ariefe in 
ſecreris, and thought either time, 02 the perſwaſfort of her 
frieuvs,o; his continuedaffection would diſfwave er froin 
her folties. Moll, Eripbila had at fanozed Luci 
but there came to the Court another young Gentleman, 
called Perecius, Who likewiſe was enamozed of Exiphila. 
and ſhe of him, that ſhe pꝛoued moze light of lone, gins of 
—— pet ſhet extelled in wit the Uirgins 
Ta 1 
Co be bziefe, ſo many faces, en Ras; that they 
became as variable in her loues, as the Polype in colours: 
which ſo perplexed the minde of Meribates, that falling in- 
to melancholy and grieuous paſſions, he exclaimed againff 
the — of women, who like 1 


to deter dis — by 
. 
tall confiite between feare and loue, 1 


1 


other fozced * what 3 thinde.tef 1 Arete, send 
mp owne ſecrecie: hoping therefoze pou will take that 
comesfrom me, as frompour ſeconvſelfe ; gine me leaue 
to ſay that greeues me to repeate : Bow J doubt(Pavame) 
of pour conſtancie, what vowes there haue paſt between 
vs, what pꝛoteſtations, what pzomiſes , I referre to pour 
#wne conſcience : What vnſeemly fauo2s you haue ſhew- 
ed to Lucidor, what extreme fancie to Petecius, all Tapro- 
bane wonders at, with-ſozrow, that ſo witty a lady ſhould 
pꝛoue ſolight : and J eſpecially, whom the cauſe toucheth 
at the quicke , and paineth at the heart, feele moze miſera- 
ble paſſions oz your diſlotaltie, than I did receive topes in 
hope of pour conffancie. As Meribates was readie to haut 
1 daughter bzoke off his diſcourſe in 
manner 

And what of this, lozd Meribates, may not a woman 
looke, but ſhe muſt lone? are pon iealous, fozſoth , befoze 
the wedding ? well, (ſuppoſe Ifauourep Lucidor and Pere- 
cius; Sinatura hominum fit nouitatis auida, giue women 
leaue to haue moze fancies than one;ifnot as we are louers, 
pet as we are women. Venus temple hath many entrances: 
Cupid hath moze arrowes than one in his quiuer, and ſun- 
day ſtrings to his bowe : women haus many lokes,and ſo 
thep map haue many loues. 

What, lozd Meribates, thinke pou to haue a womans 
heart: no, vnleſſe pou can pzocurs Venus to make her 
blind, oz ſome other deity veaſe ; fo; if either ſhe ſee beauty 
03 gold „ 62 heare pꝛomiſes os paſſions, I thinke thee will 
keepe acozner fozafriend, and ſo will J. But Madam, the 
glozious frame of the wozid conſiſts in vnitie, foz wee ſes 
that in the firmament there is but one ſunne: yea, quoth E- 
riohila, but there be many ſtars. The Iris 0z Reinbow Pa⸗ 
dam/qd he) hath but one quality.Truth — daugh- 
ter, hut it hathmany cotours-; but to come to a familiar ex- 
ample,replyed Meribares: the heart hath but one ſtring; yea 
hut, quoth Eriphila, it hath many thoughts, and from theſe 


/ thoughts ſyzing paſtions, and from paſſions, net fone, but 
content you, ur, foz if you loue me, pou 


loues: therefoze 
muſt haue ciuals: and ſo turning her face, as in thdller, to 


| $other de ofthe bed, ſhe babe himgod mozrow:he paſſing 


when 
frownes in their fozehyeads, 
hauing their eyes 
in a minute, and 
women: 


two daughters, 

conftancie: it is late, and the ſetting of 

home with the Ber, to out pode — th 
1 


Irene Meth morrhof 


ts our cottage, andto mozrow af thy bzeakfaſt I will ſatit. 
| fie ther with the hard foztune of Marpeſia: with that I gaue 
the Ccantofſe Aſcida great thankes, and accompanied my 
taurteous Oaſteſſe to her cottage. 
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The third Diſcourſe, of MARPESIA. 


O ſooner was the day vp, and Phoebus had marched 
ont the greateft gates of heauen, lighting the wozto 
with the ſparkling wzeath , circled about his head, 
tut old Alcida gat vp, and called me from my bedde : aſha 
mev that old age ſhould bee moze early then youth, Jftart 
vp to waite vpon mine Daſtefſe, who being readie with her 
ſtaffe in her hand, carried me foꝛth into the fields hard adioi- 
ning to the ®ea ſide, where wee came to a tombe, on which 
lay the picture af a Gentleman very artificially carued: 
by him hung two tables without any ſlmbole,embleme im 
pꝛeſt, q other Yierogliphicallcaracter , onely there were 
wzttten certaine verſes to this effect. 


The Graces in'their glorie neuer gaue 
A tichot greater gout to womank ind: 
That more unpall s their honor with the Palme, 
Of high renowne then matchlefſe conftancie. 
{ Beauty is vaine, accounted but aflowre, '/: 
Whole pamred hiew fades with the ſummer ſunne : 
Wu oft hath wracke by ſelfe · conceit of pride. 
Riches 15 traſh that fortune boaſteth on. 
Coiiſſtant in loue ho tries s womans minde, 
Wealth, beautie, wit, and all in her doch find. 


—— — 
Dienen "ITT J. 


In the other table were ſet dotune theſe verſes. 
The faireſt Iem oft blemiſht with a cracke, 


Loſeth his beauiy and his vertue too: 
The faireſt ſſou re nipt with the winters ſroſti, 
In ſhew ſeemes worſer then the baſeſt weede, 
Verrues are oft fatre ouerſtain d with faults, 
Were ſhe is faite as Pheche in ber ſphere, 
Or brighter chen che patamour of Mars, 
Wiſer then Pallas daughter vnto loue, 
Of greater maieſtie then Juno was, 
More chaſte then Veſta goddeiſe of the Maides, 
Of greater faith then faire Lucretis : X 
Be ſhe a blab, and tattles hat ſhe heares, 
Want to be ſecret giuesfarre greater ſtaines, 
Then vertues gloriewhich in her remaines. 


After I has read ouer the verſes; Alcida ſapd: (ſonne) 
I perceive thou doſt maſe at this tombe , ſet in ſo vacoth a 
place, hard by the ſteepe-downe cliffes of the Sea : eſpect- 
ally, furniſhed with Cnigmaticall poſies : yet haſt thou 
not conſivered what after thou ſhalt finde, and therefoze lot 
bs ſit downe under the ſhadows of this Roſe tres, which 
thou ſeeft floziſhed in this barren place ſo faire and beauti- 
full, and A will dzine thee out of theſe doubts, by diſcoue- 
ring the foztune of my daughter Marpeſia. I deſirous to 
heart what the meaning of this monument ſeated ſo pzoſpe- 
ttiue to Neptune, ſhould be , ſate mee downs very 


o2derilp 

bnder the Roſs tree, and began to ſettle my ſelfe very at- 
——— Alcida would ſap , who began in 
manner. 
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The third Hiſtoric of M ARPESIA 
of Taprobane. 


y two daughters beeing thus metamozphoſed , any 

tranſfozmed foz their follies into range ſhapes: J 
had left mee onely my daughter Marpeſia, in fata 
little inferiour to her eldeſt ſiſter Fiordeſpine, fo; ſhee was 
paling beautifnll: wiſe ſhe was, as not ſecond to Etipbi- 
la, but other ſpeciall vertues ſhe had, that made her famons 
thꝛough all Taprobane : and as the burnt childe dzeads the 
fire, and other mens harmes learne vs to beware: ſo my 
daughter Marpeſia, by the miſfaztune of Fiordeſpine, feared 
to be pꝛoud, and by the (inifter chance of Eriphila, hated to 
be inconſtant, inſomuch, that fearing their — to be 
fatall , and that hers being rightly calculated would pꝛoue 
as bad as the reit: Ohte kept ſuch a Krict method of her life 
and manners, and fo fozegarded all her actions with ver- 
I che thought (hee might deſpiſe both the fates and 

oztune. 

Liuing thus warilp, J and her bzother tonteiued great 
content in her modeſtie and vertue : thinking, though the 
gods had made vs infoztunate by the milyappe of the other 
two: pet in the foztunate ſucteſſe of Marpeſias life, — 
ſhould bee made fo2 the other miſhap. Porſwaded thus, it 
foztuned that my lonne intertained into his ſernice the ſon 
of a Gentleman, a bozvering neighbour by, a youth of grea⸗ 
ter beauty then birth, foz hee was of comely perſonags : of 
{ace louelp, and though but meanly bzonght vp, as nuſled in 
his fathers houſe : pet his nature viſcouered that hee was 
 hardieinhis reſolution touching courage: and courteous in 

diſpoſition, as concerning his manners. Thi 
is 


This youth, called Eurimachus, was ſo diligent and du- 
tifull towards his loꝛv, ſo affable to his fellows, and ſo gen- 


tle to every one, that hee wag not onely well thought on 
ſome, butgenerally tiked ans loued of all. C _ 


in 
this method of life, hee ſo behaned himſelfe, that in recom- 
pence of his ſeruice , my ſonne pꝛomoted him not onely to 
higher office and ſome ſmall penſion, but admitted him into 
his/ſecret and pziuate familiarity. Liuing thus in great 
eredit, it chanted that Venus ſeeing how mp daughter Mar- 


peſia liued carelefle of her loues, and neuer ſent ſo much ag 
one ſigh to Paphos foz a ſacrifice i che called Cupid, com- 
plaining that ſhee was atheiſt to her-deitie , and one oppo» 
ſep to her pzinciples : whereupon the bop at his mothers 
becke , dzewe out an inuenomed arrows, and leuelling at 
Marpeſia, hit her under the right pappe, ſonigh the heart, 
that giuing a grone ſhe felt ſhe was wounded , but how, oz 
with what, ſhe knew not; as one little ſkilfull in any amo- 
raus paſſions ! pet ſhee felt thoughts unfitting with ber 
wontev humoz, foz noting the perſon of Eurimachus, which 
ſhe found in pꝛopertp excellent, and admiring the qualities 
of his minde , co-vnited with many rare and pꝛetious ver- 
tues, which ſhe perceiued tobee extraozdinarie , ſhe fell to 
conceive a liking, which foz the baſenelle of his birth, er 
paſſeth ouet as a toy: but the blinded wagge, that ſuffers 
not his wounds to bee cured with eaſle ſalues, noz permit- 
teth any lenitiue plaiſters to pzeuaile where hee pterceth 
with his arro put ople in the flame, and ſet fire to the 
flare, that he felt her fancy ſcarce warme, togrow to ſuch 
à ſcalding heate,as euery beine of her heart ſwet paſſions : 
feeling this new lozd, calledlone, to be ſo imzperious , thee 
ftooped alittle, and entred into deeper conſideration of Eu- 
rimachus perfection, and ſo deepe by degrees, that although 
ſhee coucted with the 
length ſhe waded ſo farre, that ſhe was ouer her ſhooes : ſo 
that feeling her ſelfe paſſing into an vnkno bone ſozme, ſhe 
fell into this doubtfull meditation. . 


haus her pace flow ,-yet at 


— ——— — — — 5; 
by 
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What flame is this MorpeGa, that auer beateth thy hart! 
3 — 
cheth thee heere | | 
ſtrength; oz his arrowes ſuch flight, as being looſed in heas 
uen , hee can ſtrike here vpon earth / a mighty goddeſſe is 
Venus, and great is Cupid that wozk eſtetes of ſuch range 
operation: make not a doubt (Marpeſia) of that is palpable: 
dzeame not at that which thou ſeeſt with thine eyes, no; 
muſe not at that which thou feolef with thy heart: then 
tonfeſle aud (ap thou art in loue, and laue in thee, ſo veeply 
as Pumice-fones of reaſon will hardly raze out the cha- 
racers, In loue : thou art young Marpeſia, ſs is Cupid, a 
very thilde? amaid, ſo was Venusbefoze thee laſt her Aix; 
ginitie, and pet foz her lightneſſe, thee was the godneſſe of 
loue : but with whom art thou in lone r with Evrimach ! 
one of baſe birth, and (mall lining ; of no credite , a meane 
Gentleman,and thy bothers ſeruant ? 

Conſider Marpe ſia, that loue hath his reaſons , and his 
rules to ſettle fancy, andgouerne affections ; honouronght 
not to loke lower in dignitie, go2 the thoughts of Ladies 
gaze at wozthleſſe perſons : Better is it fo; thee to periſh 
in high deſires , then in lowe diſdaine: oppaſe thy ſelfe to 
Venus, vnleſſs ber pzeſents be moze mecious: ſay laue is 
fallp, except her gifts be mozs rich: count rather ta dye in 
deſpiſing ſo meane a choice, then liue in liking (6 unlikely 
achance: what will thy mother, typ bꝛather, thy friends: 
nap all Taprobane (ay : but that thou art vaine , careleCe, 
and amo ꝛous: butugte this Marpeſa, luue is a league that 
lalleth whulc life : thou art in this to ftene thiue eye, not 
thine humour : to ſatiſſie the deſire of thy heart, not the 
conſideration. of their thoughts: taz in marying, either a. 
perpetuall content, oʒ a general miſuke is like to fall to thy: 
ſelfe ; what though he be pom, yet hee is of comely perſo⸗ 
nage: though he be baſe of birth, yet he is wilt: what hee. 
wanteth in gifts of foztuae, hee hath in the minde : and the 
defect of honours is ſupplied with vertues. | 


Venus 


zT7eeries M etamormnets 

Venus her ſelfe lo ued Adonis : Pheebe ſloped frem hea· 
ven to kiſlſe a poozeShepheard, none loued Paris, as het 
was a Swaine , not as the ſon of Priamus : loue is not al- 
wales companion todignity,noz fancy tuen lodged in kings 
Palaces. Then M a, loke at Eurimachus, f hee is 
courteous , andloue — he is dertuous; ſupply thou 
his want with thy wealth, and increafe his credite with thy 
conntenance : but how dare he motion loue,that is ſo low ? 
oz enterpziſe to attempt ſo great an aſſault? Heuer ſand in 
doubt Marpe ſia, giue him thou but fauoʒs, and loue and fozs 
tune will make him bold. 

Marpeſia haning thus meditated with her ſeife,ſought by 
all meanes poſſible , how to make him pꝛiup to her affectt- 
ons: ſhe vſed in her (alutations affable courteſte, and ſom- 
what moze then ozvinary: her lokes were full of fauonrs, 
her glances many and milde; he vſed no exerciſe but ſhe din 
commend, noz perfs2med any thing, which ſhee ſapd not to 
be excellent. The poung Eurimachus was not ſuch a Na- 
uice, but hee could eſpie a pad in the ſtraw , and viſcerne a 
glowing coale, from colve cinders : hee noted her glances, 
her loks,her geſtures, her wozds, examining every parti · 
cular action, in the depth of his thoughts, denen bythe 
touchftone,that all tended vnto meere loue, oʒ extreme diff 
mulation; foz whatſoeuer ſhe did was in extremes. Well, 
hope put him in comfozt that ſhee was to vertuous to diſ⸗ 
ſemble ; and feare, that ſhe was to hono;able to loue ſo baſe 
a man: pet ſuppoſing the beſt, he toke her paſſions foz loue, 

t had adefiretoreturn a liking with affection : but the con. 
— of his parentage, of his ſmall pofſefſions, ol der 
honour, his loꝛds diſfauour, and the impoſſibility of his 
ſaute, was a cooling card to quench the hotteſt lame that 
Cupid could ſet on fire with his inchanted bzand : but Ve- 
nus had pittied the fondling , gaue him ſuch pꝛet ious com. 
foztiues to incourage her champion , that he reſotued to at- 


tempt whatſoeuer his ſoꝛtunt were: thus in ſuſpence he bes 
gan to debate with himſelfe, 


It 


Ca - 4 10 et- He * ILL) 


At hath bene an old ſaping Eurimachas, ſuckt from his 
mothers teate, that it is god to loke befoze thou leape, and 
to ſound the Foꝛd befoze thou venter to wave: to farre, fith 
time paſtcaunot be recalled , no actions perfozmed, rtus- 
ked, but repcnted ; gaze not at ſtar ces, left thou ſtamble at 
ſtones : loche not into the Lions denne, left foz thy pze- 
ſumption, thy ſkmne be pulled ouet thine eares. In loues, 
thoughts are to be meaſured by toʒtunes, not by defires fo 
Venus tabtes are to bd gazedat with the eye, not to hereacht 
at with the hand. In laue, Eurimachvs 7 why, it fitteth not 
with thy pzeſent eſtate: fancy is to attend on high lozds,not 
on luch as are ſex uile: it were meeter fo thee to [woate at 
thy labours. then to ſigh at thy paſſions : to pleaſe thy 102d, 
then to dote on thy miſtrefſs : dulle then thy hands to free 
thy heart: bee not ible, and Venus charmes are to a deafe 


Adder. 
Cedut amor rebus, res age tutus eris. 

But Eurimacbus, Phidiaz painteth lone poung, and her 
garlands are made with thebuds of Koſes.not with withe- 
red flowꝛes: Youth holdeth the fire , and fancy puts in the 
ople; bat age tarries the tolde tindets: now that heate of 
poung pecres hath ye cited ther eſoʒe if thourcfuſe to loue, 
when wilt thou ſmur time to funt ie w2inkles in the face, 
are ſpelles againſt Cupid;, and Venus ſtarte th backe from 
white haires : then noob oz dſe never , lone is a greater 
tod then thy maſter: foz dee hath deity to caunteruaile his 
dignitie. Thou tattleſt Eurimachus ot lone, but ſay who is 
the det: thy thoughts apme at no lefſe,noz no lower than 
Matpeſn, filter ta ſhy tod, a Hinceſſe bp birth, ——— 
beautifull , futi of henoaravie and vertuous a 
ſought by arr ok High parentage ; to ſap all in one 
the law; e of Taprobane : fond fale, thinkeũ theu the dite 
and the Cagle will pearch on one tree : the Lpon and the 
Wolfe ve in one denne Ladies of great wozth, lovke on 
ſuch wozthlelle peſants ? No, thinke her viſdaine will bet 
greater then thy deſire : and aſſure thee this, if thou px 
ſume, 


reenes Metamc mot 


ſane, thee will reuenge: why ? is Cupid blind, and ſhoots 

he not one thaft at random ? map he not as ſovne hit a P2in- 

telle, as a Milk · maid ? truth, but hi#arrowes are matches: 
he ſhots not high with the one, and low with the other: her 

ioynes not the Pouſe and the Elephant, the Lambe andthe 
Tiger, the Ftir aud the Faulcon, no; ſets not honoz in any 
ſeruile roome : pet Omphira thegueeneof the Indians lo⸗ 
ned a Barber: Angelica Medes, a mertinaxy ſouldier. Yea 
Venus her ſelſe thoſe a Blacke · ſmith. 

Women oft reſemble in their tones, the Apothecaries in 
their art: they chaoſe the weed foz their ſhop , when they 
teaue the fatreſi lowꝛe in the garden: they oft refpect the 
perſon, moze then the parentage, and the qualttits ot᷑ the 

man, moꝛe then his honoꝛs: feeding the eye withthethape, 
und the heart with the bertues, howſoeuer , they line diſ- 
content foz want of riches: but build not Burunachus, on 
thcſe vacertaine inſtances , no: tonclude an ſuch pꝛemiſes, 
leſt thy foundation faile, and thy Log itte pzoone not wozth 
a lowſe : what reaſon haſt thou to perſwade thee vace to 
aime a thought at Marpeha,ſuch as Venus if ſhe heard then 
plaadeu/ would xtlow fo: Aphoziſmes ? if fawozs bea'figne 
of fancie, what glances haue J had that haut peatted deep: 
what loks, as diſcovering lone : what courteoos ſpeeches 
to my face: what pꝛaiſes behind np bac e:? 
Marpcha done of late, but talke of Eurimachus, and honoz 
Eurimachus ? what ot this, young Houice, are not women 
Ar ch-p2actiſers of flattery and viſſimulation ? tay they not 
their lookcs to intrap, when thepmeane to keepe the fowle 
foz tame fqoles : haue they not deut intheir faces , when 
banc diſdains in ther hearts? did not Helena kifſe Me- 
neFus, when thee winked on Paris ? vid not Creſida ming 
Troylus by the hand, when her heart was in the tents ofthe 
Grecians? eueryloke that women tend, isnotlone :enery 
ſmile in their face w not ap;ickeintheirboſome: they pꝛe⸗ 
ſent Roſes, and heato men with Netties:burne perfames, 
and yet ids them with the 2 . 5 
. » 
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when, God wot,thep meane nothing lelſe: Jf-then Eurima- 
chus, thou knoweſt their wiles, leare to make experience of 
their wits ; reſt thee as thou art: let Marpeſia vſe fanozs, 
caſtglances , pꝛaiſe and diſpꝛaiſe how ſhe lift, thinke all is 
wanton diſunulation, and ſo reft. 

In this melancholp humour he left his lones, and went 
to his labours. Loue cſpping how in the day he withſtood 
her face with viligence,ſhe cauſed Morpheus to pꝛeſent him 
in his llerpes with the ſhape of his Piſtreſſe , which recoz- 
ding in the day, hee found that where fancie had pierced 
deepe, there no ſalue would ſerne to appeaſe the Paladie: 
that from theſe light paines, he fell into extreme paſſions, 
As he could take no reſt, he ſought al waies to be ſolitary,ſo 
to lerd his thoughts with imaginations, that like Cepbalus, 
be delighted to walke in the Groues, and there with Philo- 
mela to bewaile his loues. 

Cupid pittying his plaints, tent oppoztunity to find her, 
who bzoughtitlo to paſle, that as (on a dap ) he walked into 
a place (hard adjoining to the parke, hauing his Lute in his 
hand, playing certaine melancholy dumpes, to mitigate his 
pinching humoz) M arpefia With one of her Gentlewomen, 
being abzoad in the lanes, eſpled him thus ſolitarp:ſtealing 
therefoze behind him to heare what humoz the man was in, 
heard him fing ta his Lute this moznefull madzigall. 


Reſt thee defire, gaze not ar ſuch a Starre, 
Sweet fancy ſleepe, loue take a nappe awhile: 
My buſie thoughts that reach and rome ſo fatre, 
Withpleaſant dreames the length of time beguile, 
Faire Venus coole my — breſt, 
And let my fancy take het wonted reſt. \ 


Cupid abroad was lated inthe night: 

His wings were wet with ranging in the taine: 
Harbour be ſought, to me he tocke fs flight. 
To dtie his plumes : I heard the boy complaine, 
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My doore 1 oped to grant him his defire, & 
And roſe my lelfe to make the Wagge a fire, 


Looking more narrow by the fires flame, 

I ſpyed his quiuer hanging at his backe & 
Ifear'd the child might my misfortune frame, 

I would haue gone for feare of further wracke ; 
And what I drad(poore man) did me betide, 
For foorth he drew an arrow from his (ide, 


He picrſt1);c quicke that I began to ſtarr, 
The — was ſweete, but that it was too hie, 
And yet the pleaſure had a pleaſing ſmatt: 
This done, he flyes away, his wings were drie, 
But left his arrow ſtill within my brei, 
That now greeue, I welcom'd ſuch a gheſt. 


De had no ſooner ended his ſonet, but Marpe ſia percet- 
ningby the contents , that it was meant of her , ſtepped to 
him, and dzaue him thus abruptly from his paſſions, 

If pou grieue Eurimachus,foz intertaining ſuch a gheſf, 
pour ſozrow is like the raine that came to late: to belteue, 
loue is ſuch an vnrulp tenant, that hauing his entrance vp- 
on courteſie, he will not bee thzuft out by fozee; vou mak 
me call to mind the counterfait of Paris, whenhe was Xno- 
nes darling : fog Phidias dzew him ſitting vnder a Beech 
tree, playing on his pipe, and pet teares dzopping from his 
eyes, as mixing his greateſt melody with paſſions : but J 
ſee the compariſon will not hold in pan, ko though pour in⸗ 
ſcrument bes anſwerable to his, pet pou want his luke- 
warms dꝛops, which ſheweth , though pour mulike bee as 
god, pet pour thoughts are not ſo paſſionate : but leauing 
theſe ambages, ſap to me Eurimachus; what map ſhe beg 
that is your Piltreſſe? 3 

Eurimachus amazed at the ſight of his Ladie , moge 
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ſate ftilllike the picture of Niobe turned into marble, ag if 
ſome ſtrange apoplery had taken all his ſenſes. Gaze on 
ber face hee did: ſpeake hee could not, in ſo much that Mar- 
peſia ſmiling at the extremitpat his lones, wakened him 
out of this trante, thus: 

Ulhat cheere man, hath loue ſo witched thy heart, as all 
thy ſenccs haue left their powers? is thy tong tied, as thy 
heart is fettered, oz bath the feare of pour miſtris cruelty 
dziuen you into acold pale? if this be the wo2R,comfott 
pour ſelte, foz women will be true: and if ſhee be too hard 
bearted, let me but know her, and pou ſhall ſee how J will 
pꝛatile on pour behalfe; what ſay pou to me, what makes 
pou thus mute? 

Ly this Eurimachus had gathered his ſences together, 
that riſing vp and doing reverence to Marpeſia, he thus re- 
plyed: Padam, it is apzinciple in Philoſophy, that Sc 
le ſenſm ſuperpo it nulla fit ſenſaſio,the colour clapt to the eye, 
hindzeth the ight,the lower put inthe noſtrill. hinvzeth the 
ſmell : and what of this Philoſophicall Gnigma , quoth 
Marpeſia? I dare not madam, quoth Eurimachus, infer what 
I would; but to an(were-moze plainly, Endimion waking, 
and feeling Phebe gracehim with akiffe, was not mate a- 
mazed, than à at pour heauenly p2efſence, feating, if not 
Acteons fall, yet that J had comantted the like fault: fo2 at 
the firſt bluſh your exccliencydzane me into ſucha maze, 
that Jyzeamed not of the Lady Marpe ſia, hut of ſome god- 
deſſe that had (olaced in thoſe woes, which luppoſition 
made me ſo mute. 

PVou dpſtul (quot Marpeſn com am demand, playing 

like the Lapwing that cryeth fartdeſt from ber neſt. Jaſk- 
— it was that pou loned do. a#t0 honour her with ſuch 
a ſonet 

It was, adam, to keepe act ad to my lute, not to dilco- 
uer any paſſions, foz all the amozdelapegOrpheos plan 
on his harp, were nat amoꝛous voz euery ſonet that Arion 
warbled on his inſtrunent, vowed vnta Venus. Famtw 
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young to loue, fo; feare my pouth be overbidden ; fancy be⸗ 
ing ſoheaup a burden, that Hercules {who could on his 
ſhoulder ſuſt aint the yeauens) groned to beate ſs weighty 
a lode. 

If then, Madame, I firiue aboue my ftrength,cſpecial- 
ly in loue, I ſhall but with the Gtants heape Pelcon vp- 
on Ofla, paſſions vpon paſions, fo long till I be ffroucn 
to death with loues thunderwg bolt : therefoze , Padame, 
J dare not loue. 

Marpeſia, who determined to ſound the depth of his 
thoughts, tooke him befoze hee fell to the ground, and made 
this reply: Truſt mee Eurimachus , your loks, pour adi- 
ons, pour ſighes and geſture, argues nolefſe thanalouer ; 
therefoze ſeeing we are alone, none but we thz&, Ile haute 
pou once in ſhzift, and therefoze I conturepoy by pour Pi- 
ffreſſe fauour and beautie,to tell ine whether pou be in lous 
oz no. 

Pon firaine me ſo hard, Madam, (quoth Eurimachus) 
that J am in loue, and loue ſa farre in mee, as neither tim 
noz fo2tune can raze out: the name of my miſtreſle, Madam, 
pardon, foz in naming her I diſcouet mine ewue pzcfump- 
tion, hauing apmed ſo by the meanes of aſpiring lone, as 
her excellency crofeth all mp thoughts with diſdaine : Foz 
Madam, giue me leaue to ſap (making no compare that the 
Graces at her birth did agree tomake her abſolute : I hay 
uing ſoared ſo high, as the ſunne hath halle melted mpfea- 
thers, I feare with Icarus to fall into the Occan of envicſls 
miſeries ; fo be her diſdaine neuet ſogreat, pet my deſire 
will neuet be leſſe, (cone ſhe I ſhould locke ſo hie; affe 
on will not bate an ounce of his maine: but ſceing the dice 
de in his hands, will thzow at all. 

But adam, ſo farre 1 am out of canccit to haue but one 
fauour at her hands, as A paſſe cuery dap and heute iu as 
way perplexed cftate, as the ghoſts greened by the infernall 
furies : and with this the water ſtoad in his eyes, which 
Marpe ſia not able to bʒoke, began to ſalue thus. il 
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J will not Eurimachus, be inquiſitiue of pour Miſtreſte 
name, ſith you haue peelded a reaſon to conceale it, but foz 
r loues that are lodged ſo hie, feare not man;the Black ⸗ 
ith dared to conet faire Venus; the little Sparrow peck⸗ 
ſometimes wheat, the Cagle taketh ſtand; and the little 
Pauſe feedeth, where the Elephant hath eaten hay : lone 
as ſpone ſt2opeth to viſite a poo2e cottage , as a Palace: to 
dare, Itell thee Eurimachus, iu loue,is the firſt pʒinciple: 
and Helena told Paris : 


Nemo ſuccenſet amanti, 


Thou mult then to Paphos, and not vſe baſhfulneCein 
Venus temple: ſacrifices ſerue at her altars, as a thing vn- 
fit foʒ louers ; and be ſhe as high of degree as any in Tapro- 
bane, court her Eurimachus, and if thou miſle , it is but the 
bap that louers haue. As ſhee ſhould haut pꝛoſecuted her 
talke , her bzother who was ſtalking to kill a Dere, came 
by, and eſpping them at ſo pztuate and familiar chat, frow- 
ned,commanding Eurimachus (as halfe in anger )to get tim 
home: hee leauing his ſpozt, accompanied mp daughter to 
the court. 

Theſe louers thus parted, were not long ere they met, 
where Eurimachus following the pꝛecepts of Marpeſia, be- 
gan very boldly to giue the aſſault, ſhe very faintly, foz fa- 
ſchion ſake , making a womans reſiſtance, but the batterie 
was ſo freſhly renewed, that Marpeſia peelded, and there 
they plightes a conſtant pꝛomiſe of their loues: bowing 
ſuch ſaith and lopaltie as the troth of twolouers hearts 
might a. 

In this happie content they liued along while, till Mar- 
ſia blabbing the contract out to a gentleman of the court, 
came to her bzathers and her mothers tare , who taking 
the matter grieuoullp, had her ſtrictly in examination. Mar- 
peſia confelled her loues, and maintained them: on the con- 
: trary 
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trary ide, they perſlvadev with p;omiſes, and thzeatned 
with bitter ſpeeches: but in Vaine,foz Marpeſia was reſol- 
urd and toldefoz a flat concluſion , Eurimachus was the 
man, and none but he. Whereupon, mp ſonne ſecingng 
means could pzenaile toremoue her affection, he thought 
by taking away the cauſe, ta raze out the effects: and ther 
foze he ſent fa; Eurimachus, whom after he had nipped vp 
with bitter taunts,he baniſhedfrom the Court. 

This being grieuous to the two lovers, pet the aſ- 
ſurance of each others conſtancie, and the hope in time to 
haue the ]azince reconciled, mitigated ſome part of their 
martyꝛdome:and Marpeſia, to ſhewto the wozld ſhee was 
not flecting, whatſoeuer her friends ſaid , difconered the 
grief ſhe conceiued bp his abſence openlp, foʒ ſhe went aps 
parelled ta mourning attire. Mell, Eurimachus thus ba- 
niſhed, went home tq his father, who foz feare of þ pꝛinte, 
durſt not entertaine him, which vnkindneſſe had doubled 
his griefe, that he fejl almoſt fr antike, and began ta leaue 
the company ol men las a flat Timoniſt: in which humoz, 
meeting with the Gentleman that be wꝛaid their loues, he 
fought with him and lle w him, and buried him ſo ſecretly 
as the care of his owne life could deniſe. 

Mell, Cleandet was miſt, but heare of him thepconld 
not; Poſtcs were ſent out, meſſengers thzough all Ta- 
robane, but no newes, ſo that diuerſe did veſcant vinerſ- 
y of his departure ; ſome ſaid he was bpon ſecret diſplea/ 
ſure betweene him and the Pzrnce, paſſed ont of the land: 
others, that he was llaint by theeues : ſome that hee was 
detoured by wild beaſts. Thus debating of his abſence, 
be was generally lamented of all the tourt. 

But (leaufng the ſuppoſition of his death) againe to 
Marpeſia, who taking the exile of Eurimachus to her heart, 
began to growe into great and extreme paſſions , and foz 
griefe of the minde, to bodily diſeaſe , that ſhe fell into 
a Quartaine, which ſo tozmentes her, as the Phyſicians 
ſaid,ther was no hope of life,no; = art to cure her 3 
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vnlelle her minde were af quiet: whereupon her bꝛother 
fearing his ſiſters life, recalled hame Eurimachus, admit- 
ted him into great fanour, and ganefree grant ofhis ga. 
will to their marriage. 

Upon this, Marpeſia growing inte a content, in ſhoꝛt 
time amended. After cher had recoucred her health, ſhee 
dayly vſed the company of Eurimachus very pztuately and 
familiarly, but ſhe found him not the man he was befoze : 
fo; befoze he was exiled , no man moze pleaſant no moze 
merrily conteited; now none moze melantholly noz ful- 
ler of dumps, vttering farre fetcht ſighes,and vncertaine 
anſwers, ſo that it diſconered a minde greatly perplered, 
Marpeha noting this, being on a vap all alone with Euri- 
machus in his chamber, ſhee ſought with faire intreaties 
and ſweete dalliance, to wing out the cauſe of his (q2- 
rowes, pꝛoteſting, if ſhee could, even with the hazard of 
ber life red:eſſe it: if not, to participate in griefe ſome 
part of his viſtreſſe. 

Eurimachus, that loued her moze than his life, although 
hee knew womens tongues were like the leaues of the 
Aſpe tree, pet thinking her to bee wiſe, after a multitude 
of moztall ſighes, hee diſcourſed vnto her, how hee had 
daine Cleander, and that the remembzance of his death 
ned thishozroz inhis conſcicnce. 

Marpefia hearing this, made light of the matter, to tom 
fozt Eurimachus , pzomiſing and pꝛoteſting to keepe it as 
ſecret as hitherto ſhe had been tonſtant. But thee no ſo- 
ner was parted from her beſt beloned , but ſhee was with 
thilde of this late and dangerous newes, labozing with 
great paines till ſhee might vtter it to her Goſſips: where 
we map note, ſonne ( ſpeake againſt mp ſelfe ) that the 
cloſets of womensthoughts are euer open, that the depth 
of their heart hath a ſtring that ſtretcheth to the tongues 
end, that with Semele they concetue and bzing fo2th oft 
befozetheir time: which Marpeſia tried true, fo; fitting 
one day (olttaric with a Ladie in the tourt, called Ceha, 
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thee fetcht many pinching ughes, which Celia marking, 
deſired het to tel her the cauſe of that late conceinevgrief, 
as to a friend, in whoſe ſetreſte ſhe might repoſe her life. 
Marpeſia made it ſomewhat coy and char ie a great while, 
inſomuch that Celia began to long; and therefoze v;ged 
her extremely. Marpeſia could keep no longer, and ther- 
foze viing this pzeamble, began to play the blabbe. 

If J vid not, Padam Celia, take pou foz my ſecond 
ſelfe, and thinke pou to bee wiſe and ſecret, J wonld not 
reneale a matter of ſo great unpoztance, which toucheth 
me as much as mp life to conceale: Women, you know, 
baning any thing in their tomake , long while they haue 
diſcourſt it to ſome friend: taking pou therefoze foz my 
chiefeſt, and hoping all ſhal be troden vnder foote, know 
Madam, that Eurimachus hath llaine Cleander, and that 
is the cauſe that makes him thus melancholy. Gary, 
Ood fozbiv(guoth Celia.) It is true Padam, quoth Mar- 
peſia, and thetefoꝛe let whatſoeuer I haue ſaid be burted 
in this place. With that J came into place, and they bzoke 
of their talke. 

Celia longing to be out of the chamber, that ſhee might 
participate this newes to her Goſips, as ſone as oppo3- 
tunitp gaue her leaue, went abzoad, , mecting by chance 
another Gentlewoman of the Court, calling her aſlve, 
tolde her, it ſhe would be ſecret, and ſweare not to reveals 
it to any one, ſhe would tell her ſtrange newes : the other 
pꝛomiſing, with great pꝛoteſtat ion, to bee as cloſe as a 
woman could bee, Celia told her, how Eurimachus was 
the man that flew Cleander, and that her authout was 
Marpeſia. 

They wert no ſooner parted. but this newes was told 
to another, that befoze night it was thzough the whole 
tourt, that Enrimachus hadQlaine Cleander : whereupon, 
the Pʒince could doe no lefſe (though very loth fo; his . 
ers ſake) but canſe him to be appzehended and caſt into 
on, then aſſembling his * aud Commons, pʒodu⸗ 

2 


ted 


* 


reenes Metamorpnc 
ted Eurimachus, who after ſtrict examination was formy 
guilty, the greateſt witnes againſt hun being the confeſft. 
on of Marpctia, The verdict giuen vp, the pzincs could 
not but giue iudgement, which was, that within one ma · 
neth in the place where he kild Cleander, he ſhould be be- 
headed. Sentence giuen, Eurimachus to his miſſoʒtune 
with patience. Newes tomming to Marpeſia of this tra- 
gicall euent, ſhe fell downe in aſound, and grew into bit- 
ter paſſions, but in vaine. p 
My ſonne, to ſhewe how he loved Evrimachus, cenſcy 
a Caruer to cut out this ſumptuous tembe in this fozme, 
wherein after his death, hee reſolued to hurt ie dim, fa to 
grace him with ertraoꝛdinare honoz. All things pꝛouided, 
and the day of his death being come, Eurinachbus clad all 
in blacke veluct , came fozth mourning in his appareil, 
but merrie in his countenance, es ene that ſozreowey 
fo; the fault, but was not dauntcd with death. After 
hun followed mp Sonne, the Carles, Lozvs, and Bay 
rons of the land, all in black; and J and mp daughter Mar- 
peſia, and the ladies of the court,coucred with ſable vails, 
attending on this condemned Euricaachus : being come to 
the place, the deathſ-man hauing laid the blocke, and hol⸗ 
ding the axe in his hand, Eurimachus befoze his death vt- 
tered theſe wez2s. 

Lozes of Taptobane, here I ew Cleander, t here muſt 
Joffer my blond as amends ta the ſoule of thedcad Tew 
tleman, which J repent with moze ſozrowzthen I pero 
med the decd with furie: The cauſe of his death, and mx 
milfoztune is all one: he llaine (oz bewꝛaving mp lones, 
J executed fo; diſconcring his death: but infoztinateA, 
to bewzay ſo pꝛiuate a matter to the ſecrecy ofa woman, 
whoſehearts axe full of holes, apt to receiue,,. but not ta 
retaine: whoſe tongues are trunipets that (et open to tis 
wozld what they know : Fooliſh is hes that commits his 
life into the ir lappes, oz tyes his thoughts in their beau» 
ties: ſuch ig the nature of thele fondlings that they — 
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not coner their owne ſtapes, noꝝ ftraine a vaile oner thetr 
greoteſt faults : their hearts are ſo great, their thoughts 
ſo many, their wits fo fickle , and their tongues ſo flippe- 
ry: the heart and the tongue are Relatives, and if time 
ſerues they canngt paint out their paſſiong in talke, pet 
they will diſcouer them with their lookes: ſo that ii they 
be not blabbes in their tongues, they will be tatlecs with 
eyes: the gods haue greatly rtuenged this fault in men, 
letting it ouer - lip in women, becanſe it is ſo common a- 
mongſt that ſer. Mercure, fo his babbling turnen Ba- 
tus to an Inder oz touchſtone, whole nature is to beimay 
any metal it toucheth : and Tantalus fo; his little ſervecte 
in bewzaying that Proſerpina atea gramme of the Pame- 
granate, is placed in hell, vp to the chin in water, with 
continuall thicſt, and hath apples hang over his head, 
with extreme hunger, whereof the Poet ſaith : 


Dnearit aquas in aquis, & poma ſugatia captat 
Tantalus : hoc illi garrnla lingua dedit. 


But why doe J delay death with theſe friuslous diſ- 
courſes of women: ſuffice thep are blabs? and ſo turning 
to the deathl · man, laying his necke on the blocke, his bead 
was ſ mitten olf. The erecution done, his death was la- 
monte d, and his body ſolemnly intombed as thou ſeſt, all 
extlaiming againſt my daughter Marpeſiaes little ſectecy, 
who in penance of her fault, vſed once a day to viſite.the 
tombe, and here to her lonesſoule, ſacrifice many ſighes 
and teares : at length Venus taking pittie of her plaints, 
thinking to caſe her of her ſozrow , and to inflict a gentle 
and meek reuenge, turned her into this Roſe tre. 

As Alcida had vttercd theſe woꝛds, there was a ſhip 
within kenne, whoſe ftreamers hanging out, J indged 
by their colours they were of Alexandria, whereupon Y 
waued them to let ward: the Pariners{moze than oꝛdina⸗ 
ry courteous) ſtruck ſailes, & _ their cockbotes a _ 
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the ſhippers were no ſooner a un, but J knew them to 
de al Alexandria, amv fog all my miſfoztunes, baſely atti- 
red as I was, the paze knaues called me to remembzance, 
and their renerence done ; aſked if J would to Alexan- 
dria: I told them it was mine intent, whereupon, taking 
leaue of my old Oaſteſſe, the Countefſe Alcida, with ma- 
ny thankes foz my courteous entertainment, ſhee verie 
— leaue me, went with the Mariners towards the 
ate. 

The pooze Lady,ſ&ingher ſelf alone, fell to her won 
ted teares, which the gods taking pittie on, befoze my 
face turned to a fountaine ; J wondering at their deities, 

ontred the boate, and went to the ſhip , where wel- 
tcommes and reuerenced of the Paſter, am 
ther , hoifing vp all our ſaples, we 
made fo} ALEXANDREILA, 
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